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Torrance Mayor Frank Scotto presented his wife Cindy a beautiful bouquet of flowers as appreciation for her support over the past eight years.  Mayor Scotto will step down next month after two terms as 
mayor and delivered his final State of the City address at the Torrance Marriott on May 1.  Additional photos on Page 2.  Photo by Charlene Nishimura.
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ROAD TO ELECTION 2014

Parents Attend Common 
Core Information Night 
By Charisse Kubr

It was standing room only at the 

Common Core Parent Information Night 

hosted by Seaside Elementary School. 

Nearly 150 parents came to Seaside’s 

sun-filled cafe auditorium to learn how 

to help their children reach the new state 

standards.

“It is not as scary as it sounds,” said 

Ben Egan, Director of Special Programs 

for the Torrance Unified School District. 

“There are some basic nuances that have 

changed.” Egan’s warm and informal 

presentation gave parents a practical guide 

to what has changed and how to help their 

children at home. After the discussion, 

Seaside Principal Michele Bauer-Bean 

and staff offered breakout sessions where 

parents went into classrooms to receive 

common core instruction in language arts 

and math at their children’s grade level. 

A sample exam was also offered in the 

computer lab for the new state Smarter 

Balanced Test.

Egan explained the major shifts in the 

approach to learning and testing. In English 

and language arts, there are three major 

shifts. First, students will be reading more 

non- fiction in the form of biography, 

magazines and newspapers. Secondly, 

reading and writing and speaking will be 

more evidence based: speaking and story 

telling might come into play, instead of 

Scotto Ends Last Term as Mayor

See Common Core, page 14
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‘Students and Government Day’ 
Give Kids a Chance to Be the Boss
by Dylan Little

The upcoming election will be sure to 

change the makeup of The Torrance City 

Council, but during the May 6 meeting every 

single member of the Council was replaced 

-- by students from the city’s middle schools. 

The switch was part of the city’s eighth 

annual Student and Government Day, which 

has given 170 students students a peek inside 

city operations.

Students and Government Day allows eighth 

graders to shadow the mayor, a Council 

member, or a city department head for a day 

in order to learn about that person’s role in city 

government. Students learn what issues different 

departments respond to and which projects are 

currently in development. During that night’s 

Council meeting, these students swapped seats 

with the city official they shadowed and ran a 

portion of the meeting in their place. 

This year’s students were selected based 

on essays they wrote on their ideas for 

projects that would “pay it forward” to their 

communities. In total about 1,100 essays 

were received and Mayor Frank Scotto said 

many had clever ideas. “You can tell some 

of these students have been very creative,” 

said Scotto. “Believe it or not, some of the 

Council people have gotten some great ideas 

for some of these students by reading them.”

The students involved said they learned a 

lot about city government. Student Mayor 

Matt Abracosta said he hopes the program 

continues to provide this opportunity to 

students. “This has been a fun and enlightening 

day for all of us,”said Abracosta. “Today has 

shown me the hard work that it takes for a 

city such as Torrance can keep a community 

safe and continue to offer vital services and 

great programs that enrich everyone’s lives. 

I hope this program continues in the future 

and I strongly encourage other students and 

young people to continue learning about 

our government’s roles and to be involved 

in its future.”

After leading a packed Council chamber 

in the Pledge of Allegiance, the student  

City Council introduced themselves as  

well as introduced the department they 

worked with, mentioning upcoming projects 

and events, like presenting the results of  

the city’s Strategic Plan update survey, next 

week’s budget hearings and the environmental 

fair being held at the city yard. On top 

of describing what each department was 

working on, the student City Council also 

handled some of the business the elected City 

See City Council, page 2
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LettersCalendar
THURSDAY, MAY 8

• South Bay Republican Women Monthly 

Luncheon, 11:00 a.m., Double Tree Hotel, 

21333 Hawthorne Blvd. For more information 

call (310) 326-9349 or (310) 320-1431.

• Bubblegum Bonanza, 4 p.m., Henderson 

Library, 4805 Emerald St. For more 

information please call the Henderson Library 

(310) 371-2075.

SATURDAY, MAY 10
• 15th Annual Senior Faire, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 

p.m., Ken Miller Recreation Auditorium, 

3341 Torrance Blvd.

• Mother’s Day story and craft program,  

2  p .m. ,  Sou theas t  L ib ra ry,  23115  

S. Arlington Ave. For more information call 

(310) 530-5044.   

SUNDAY, MAY 11
•  Mothe r ’s  Day  Conce r t  (Pa los  

Verdes Symphonic Band), 5 p.m., South 

Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw 

Boulevard. For more information call  

(310) 792-8286.

TUESDAY, MAY 13
• City Council Meeting, 7-10 p.m., City 

Hall, Council Chamber, 3031 Torrance Bl. 

For more information call (310) 618-2870.

• Torrance Artists Guild Meeting, 7 p.m., 

Ken Miller Center, 3341 Torrance Blvd. The 

meeting is open to the public.

THURSDAY, MAY 15
• Beach Cities Republicans monthly 

meeting, 7 p.m., Sizzler Restaurant, 

2880  Sepulveda Blvd. For more information 

email plagrelius@aol.com.

• South Bay Amateur Radio Club Monthly 

Meeting, 7:30-9 p.m., Torrance Memorial 

Hospital, West Tower, Room B.

SATURDAY, MAY 17  
• 27th annual Walk For Life, “Every  

Step Matters” (The Pregnancy Help Center), 

8:30 a.m., south side of Veterans Park  

in Redondo Beach. For more information  

call (310) 320-8976 or email info@

phctorrance.org.

• Classical Crossroads presents Korean 

Pianist Somang Jeagal, 3:30 p.m., First 

Lutheran Church of Torrance, 2900 W. 

Carson Street.

• Landscaping With Native Friendly and 

Drought Tolerant Plants, 10-11:30 a.m., 

Henderson Library, 4805 Emerald St. For 

more information call (310) 371-2075.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21
• Miracle of Living Health Educational 

Lecture Series: Act FAST: the Key to 

Stroke Survival, 7 p.m., Torrance Memorial 

, Hoffman Health Conference Center, 3330 

Lomita Blvd. For more information call (310) 

517-4711.

FRIDAY, MAY 23
• The Beach Cities Symphony’s last 

free concert of its 64th season, 8:15 p.m., 

Marsee Auditorium at El Camino College 

in Torrance. For more information call (310) 

379-9725 or (310) 539-4649.

ONGOING

• Downtown Torrance Marketplace. Every 

Thursday, 3-8 p.m., on El Prado Street, from 

Sartori to the Buffalo Fire Department. •

No On Prop 218
Regarding “Notice of Public Hearing” for 

proposed rate increases for sewage treatment 

called Proposition 218, I strongly vote “NO” 

under any uncertain terms.

At least for the last 12 years and possibly 

longer, the Mayors of the City of Torrance and 

their City Council Members have all levied 

fees and taxes upon its residents every single 

year that they have been in office.

These are some of the individuals that have 

been responsible for these fees and taxes:  Ash-

craft, Barnett, Brewer, Furey, Numark, Rhilinger, 

Weideman, Sutherland and Scotto.

As a side note, with the upcoming election, 

I would not vote for any of these individuals 

that are currently running for office, because 

they have all been a part of taking money out 

of the pockets of City of Torrance residents.

These increases have included or have been 

partly included on a yearly basis: Refuse, Water, 

Sanitation and Sewer.

We residents pay enough taxes to the city, 

the county and the state and still are asked 

for more. Property taxes, Utility taxes, Gaso-

line taxes and Sales taxes and that is just for 

residents and does not even include what 

businesses pay in taxes.

Every time I open up a utility bill, there is 

a “Notice” of some sort for yet another rate 

increase and the CPU always grants the increase 

I would say enough is enough!

One of these days the cities, the counties 

and the State of California are going to wake 

up before it is too late and quit taxing and 

spending our money. They all think they have 

a right to what a person earns. They do not!

– James C. Cox Jr.
Remembering  

Aurelio Mattucci from Years Ago
My husband Chuck and I have agreed our 

selection for Torrance City Councilman is 

Aurelio Mattucci. As senior citizens, we first 

met Aurelio many years before he thought of 

politics. When we met Aurelio he had recently 

purchased a building of apartments, while he 

was refurbishing them, each evening Aurelio 

would stroll throughout our neighborhood, 

eventually meeting all of his neighbors. Chuck 

and I were removing a dying peppertree, we 

had planned to rent a large dumpster; Aurelio 

offered the use of his dumpster, and with his 

large flatbed trailer he hauled off the tree trunk, 

he was just that kind of a kind man.

We learned later that we were among other  

residences; Aurelio did small, yet, very thoughtful  

favors.   There are those types of people who 

have that rare quality of being able to add a 

polished touch onto an already shinny day.

My husband and I, though seniors, we 

are accomplished artist who donate our art 

to fundraisers; therefore, we were all the 

more impressed by a young man like Aurelio 

Mattucci donating his valuable time doing 

many helpful errands such as taking his truck 

to pick-up a water-heater for a neighbor. After 

Aurelio sold his apartments, being an astute 

real estate broker, well studied in Torrance’s 

most recent codes permits, zoning purposed for 

various businesses Aurelio worked extensively 

bringing lucrative businesses into Torrance’s 

magnificent area of real estate. 

One Saturday morning while riding our 

bicycles, we re-discovered Aurelio he was as 

helpful as ever to Torrance, he had started his 

community improvement service called the 

Mattucci Project which helps folks volunteer 

to have their property cleaned up. Aurelio 

considered his volunteer efforts as a wise 

investment to build relationships between 

residents and business owners. He and his 

fellow-volunteers have bagged over 10 tons 

of trash. Chuck and I had problems finding 

out who’s in charge to fix our street light, 

Aurelio had the information from a prior street 

light problem, without hesitation he called 

the number, after a quick conversation our 8 

month blackout, the light is now lit. Through 

wisdom Aurelio has evolved his comprehensive 

education completely in the field of public 

relations, and Torrance real estate. The essence 

of his enthusiasm is perpetually adding the most 

recent information for solutions to Torrance’s 

on-going complexities, immensely increasing 

his abilities as a prominent real estate broker.  

Such a man would be a valuable asset to 

Torrance’s future City Council; therefore, that 

is why Chuck and myself two active seniors 

citizens are peddling our bicycles throughout 

Torrance campaigning for our longtime friend, 

Aurelio Mattucci for “City Councilman”.

– Chuck and Dora Meyer

Scotto Gives Final State of the City Address
By Charlene Nishimura

Torrance Mayor Frank Scotto gave his final “State of the City” address on May 1 to a crowd of well- 

wishers which included family, city colleagues and many business leaders and professionals from 

the South Bay.  The Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce organized the farewell dinner event, 

where Mayor Scotto received several commendations and was able to reflect on accomplishments 

made during his eight-year tenure as mayor.  Even in a challenging economic downturn period, 

Mayor Scotto noted many areas of improvement including increased city government transpar-

ency, adoption of a strategic and general plan, establishment of a “blue ribbon” committee to 

promote ethics and integrity as well as an unemployment rate which has dropped significantly.  

Mayor Scotto also pointed out that Torrance continues to be one of the safest cities in America  

and credited the outstanding police and fire personnel, many of who were present. He touted the  

Torrance Unified School District which continues to excel and congratulated the community and  

business volunteers who enabled the city’s 100th Anniversary celebration and Torrance Armed 

Forces annual event to be so successful. The city’s green waste recycling, funding for a new Transit  

Center, Downtown Torrance revitalization, Del Amo mall expansion and the new Toyota Sports  

Complex were also notable accomplishments mentioned. He also addressed the recent announcement  

of Toyota Motor Sales’ move to Texas by the end of 2017 and said that the Toyota has pledged 

to continue their involvement with local charities and that the city is already talking to companies  

who have expressed interest in filling the void.  Mayor Scotto expressed his thanks to his colleagues  

and all who have made this “an incredible journey which he will cherish for a lifetime.” •

(L to R) Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce Chairwoman Sherry Kramer, Senior Deputy Steven A. Napolitano representing LA County 
Supervisor Don Knabe’s office and TACC President and CEO Donna Duperron.

Mike Griffiths and Debi Price. Photos by Charlene Nishimura.Mary Hoffman, Shirley Pe and Torrance Councilman Pat Furey. 

(L to R)  Craig Shiosaki from the Torrance Police Officers Association, Torrance PD Detective Lucas Ryono, Leilani Kimmel-Dagostino 
and Eric Dowell from TPOA.

(L to R) Mike Goguen, Aaron Aalcides, Torrance Councilman Bill Sutherland and Geoffrey Rizzo.

City Council  from front page
Council would have dealt with. The students  

presented two proclamations: first, to Fire 

Chief William Racowschi for Fire Service  

Day. Racowschi took the opportunity to  

remind people to check their smoke  

alarms twice a year before taking a photo 

with Abracosta.

 The second proclamation declared the 

week of May 12 as Bike Commute Week. 

Community Development representative Jill 

Crump and Torrance Transit representative 

Ashley Koger were questioned by the student 

Council about what the city is doing encourage 

workers to ditch their cars for pedal power. 

The pair responded by informing the public 

that next Thursday the city will be hosting a 

“pit stop” in front of City Hall from 6 a.m. 

to 8 a.m. with snacks and shirts for bikers 

and directed the public to metro.net to find 

out other incentives for bikers.  

Before handing back their positions to the 

city’s executive staff, the students presented 

one more proclamation, this one honor to 

Mayor Scotto for his role in creating Students 

and Government Day. Frank Scotto remarked 

See City Council, page 13
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Living Trusts/Wills, Probate, Employment Law, Personal Injury 

Trust and Estates Litigation, Business Litigation, Civil Litigation

310-540-6000

*AV Rated (Highest) Martindale - Hubbell / **Certified Specialist Estate Planning, Trust & Probate Law, State Bar of California, Board of Legal Specialization

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

Burkley & Brandlin LLP

Questions for the Mayoral Candidates
The Torrance Tribune complied a number 

of questions from Torrance residents and 
businesses to pose to the candidates for 
Mayor and City Council.   We will publish 
two questions per week. Each candidate 
has a 200-word limit per question.  Herald 
Publications does not edit or change any 
candidate’s answers.  
What are your Leadership skills? 

Tom Brewer:  I have an engaging personality 

that makes people feel comfortable approach-

ing me to talk about the issues that are 

important to them and knowing that I will 

follow through.        I take the time to listen 

to   what they say, regardless of where I am 

approached.  I joke that it takes me an extra 

hour to shop at the grocery store because of 

how often I am approached by residents to 

talk about things.  I really do enjoy listening 

to people and working with them to address 

the issues  in our city that are important 

to them.    I have a demonstrated ability  to 

bring people together.    When overdevelop-

ment faced our city I  formed a coalition 

of homeowner associations to stop it.   The 

reason  that I’m so proud of that is because 

I was able to bring so many people together 

that had never been involved in government 

issues before.  Our coalition was able to get 

people to not only turnout for meetings, but 

many of them spoke up about their concerns 

in public for the very first time.  We taught 

people that by working collaboratively  we 

could be more effective and actually make 

a difference.  That campaign helped me win 

my current seat on the city council.

Pat Furey:  Even before I was elected to 

the Torrance City Council, I took leadership 

in our community.  I served eight years as 

president of the North Torrance Homeowners 

Association, where I advocated on behalf of 

the residents of our local neighborhood.  I 

was also intimately involved – serving as the 

spokesperson on a number of occasions – in 

fighting against overdevelopment of our city.  

I also served as president of the Torrance 

Education Foundation for four years where 

I led the efforts to raise funds for our local 

schools.  I am proud of the funding streams 

that I put into place during my tenure. They 

include a successful car raffle and summer 

school programs, which continue to provide 

income to the foundation and, ultimately, to 

TUSD programs.  As a councilmember, I 

have chaired or served on almost all standing 

council committees, including the Federal 

Legislative Advocacy Committee.  I am a 6 

year member and immediate past president of 

the county vector control board.  And, as an 

Army veteran, I proudly serve as a member 

of the City of Torrance Armed Forces Day 

Parade committee, which will be celebrat-

ing its 55th consecutive celebration in just 

a couple weeks.

Bill Sutherland:  My business and my 

employees are a reflection of me and I believe 

the reason I have had a successful Torrance 

business for over 30 years.  I am honest and 

hardworking and I believe those are valu-

able assets of a Leader.  I lead by example.  

My 3 years as Regional Commissioner for 

AYSO serving 1200 children demonstrated 

my ability to delegate.  I consider the ability 

to delegate a key in bringing together about 

75 volunteers to provide a fun experience for 

our Torrance youth.   I believe I have the 

ability to get people to see the big picture 

and can come together on projects such as 

when I was the President of Rotary with our 

charitable endeavors such as the Christmas 

dinner, tree and presents for 2 underprivileged 

families.  In my 6 years as Chairman of the 

Government & Finance Committee, I have 

shown my ability to take charge and lead 

discussions to find creative ways of balanc-

ing our budget.  I am totally committed to  

Torrance and its best interest and I believe that  

is a key in being the next Leader of Torrance.

How did you become  
interested in local politics?

Tom Brewer:  My beginnings in city politics 

really began when I saw my mother become 

involved with a committee to stop the 

planned 405 freeway from being built.  She 

felt that it would cut off North Torrance, 

where we lived, from the rest of the city.  I 

watched my mother work on Ken  Miller?s 

mayoral campaign.  From that, I learned how 

important it was  to be actively involved in 

your city. I have been involved in our com-

munity for over 30 years.  I worked on Katy 

Geissert’s first city council campaign.  When 

my wife and I bought our home, I became 

involved in my homeowners association as 

a  board member, then as an officer, before 

serving as president for  eight years.    My 

involvement in my homeowner’s association 

eventually  lead to my appointment by the 

City Council to the Environmental  Qual-

ity Commission.    From the Environmental 

Commission I was appointed  to the Civil 

Service Commission.  I served as chairman 

of both commissions.  I have also served on 

the Torrance Education Foundation for over 

15 years and was the president for 2 years.I 

am committed to not only addressing issues, 

but leading the process as well.

Pat Furey:  While serving as the president 

of my local homeowners association, part 

of my responsibility was to monitor what 

was happening at city hall.  In doing so, I 

saw an opportunity to assist our community 

by service on a city commission.  I offered 

my time and was appointed to the Torrance 

Civil Service Commission and ultimately, 

because of my expertise and community 

involvement, I was also appointed to the 

Torrance Unified School District Personnel 

Commission. Serving on local commissions 

and other volunteer organizations brought me 

into intimate contact with city issues that 

affect all members of our community.  And, 

because of my efforts and the many relation-

ships that I made throughout the years, I was 

encouraged to “throw my hat” into the local 

political arena.  I was fortunate enough to 

be elected to the city council in 2008 and 

reelected in 2012 without opposition.  Many 

of the same people who urged me to seek 

a seat on the city council have encouraged 

and supported my efforts in seeking the 

mayoral position.

Bill Sutherland:  I have been involved in 

the community most of my adult life, mostly 

in service organizations and organizations re-

volving around our children.  As our children 

grew into adults, that part of my volunteering 

went away (until grandkids).  While the ser-

vice organizations are a constant in my life, 

I looked to the City for something different.  

I was appointed to the Civil Service Commis-

sion and serviced 8 consecutive years, twice 

as chairman.  I enjoyed this interaction with 

the governing body of Torrance.  From the 

time I was termed out from the Civil Service 

Commission until 2006, I saw the direction 

the governing body of the City was going 

with the overdevelopment and the distain 

towards the residents.  I wanted to be part 

of the solution in bringing the City back to 

the balanced and ethical City we have all 

come to expect in Torrance.  Now as your 

next Mayor of Torrance, I want to continue 

the example of ethics and integrity set by 

our current Mayor.

Thank you Candidates! •

“Aurelio Mattucci is NOT a 
politically connected candidate.  
He is the only candidate I can 
truly say is connected with 
the people of Torrance.  He is 
accessible and ready to hear 
your concerns and ideas at all 
times of day.  He is part of  the 
community and has a hands 
on approach.  He always says, 
‘A little less conversation and  

 
is a loving husband and father.  
A few years ago he founded the Mattucci Project, a local volunteer service helping 
residents and businesses improve their curb appeal.  He is the owner of  a small business 
here in the city of  Torrance.  He is also a fiscally conservative candidate, one that will 
make sure your tax dollars aren’t spent on programs or projects that benefit a few, but 
burden most.  His loyalty stands with the residents and businesses of  Torrance.  If  you 
want to take Torrance to a higher level, bring a higher standard of  living and ensure a 
bright future for the many residents and businesses of this lovely city, then you must vote 

husband at www.voteformattucci.com ”                                                – Celeste Mattucci

“A little less conversation and a little more action.”

This is why I’m voting for  
my husband Aurelio Mattucci 
on June 3.

Aurelio Mattucci  2014 Candidate for Torrance City Council  www.voteformattucci.com
Paid for by Aurelio Mattucci For City Council 2014 FPPC ID# 1356365

Like Us
on Facebook
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Enjoy a good read with 
your morning coffee...

Subscribe to one of Herald Publications 
weekly newspapers.

El Segundo Herald, Torrance Tribune, Hawthorne 
Press Tribune, Lawndale Tribune or Inglewood News

Only $50.00 for a yearly subscription.

Call 310-322-1830

Questions for the City Council Candidates
The Torrance Tribune complied a number 

of questions from Torrance residents and 
businesses to pose to the candidates for 
Mayor and City Council.   We will publish 
two questions per week. Each candidate 
has a 200-word limit per question.  Herald 
Publications does not edit or change any 
candidate’s answers.  
What are your leadership skills? 

Heidi Ashcraft:  When my 4 children 

were growing up I volunteered with AYSO 

Region 14 Board, West Torrance Little 

League Board, Boy Scouts and as a Girl 

Scout Leader to a troop of 18 girls.  Being 

involved in PTA I had the opportunity to 

serve as PTA President and Vice President 

at Bert Lynn Middle School and West High 

School. There was an issue with a change in 

math curriculum in T.U.S.D. in 1995 and a 

group of parents asked me to run for a seat 

on the school board, which I did and was 

elected.  I was elected to 3 separate terms 

on the Board of Education.  During that time 

I was Clerk, Vice President and President 

several times. I also served on the Southern 

California Regional Occupational Center 

(SCROC) Board of Education for 11 years, 

serving as Clerk, Vice President and President 

numerous times.  In 1999 I was appointed 

to the Torrance South Bay YMCA Board of 

Managers. In 2007 I was elected by that 52 

member board to lead the organization as 

the first woman chair in their history, serving 

in that capacity for 3 years. Our Y serves 

approximately 32,000 youth, seniors and 

others in programs and is the most success-

ful in the nation with raising funds to help 

those in need of financial assistance. I was 

instrumental in creating the Chinese American 

Parent Support Group of Torrance to help 

the Chinese American community become 

more involved in their children’s education.  

In 2000, with a couple of friends, established 

Visions of Unity Literature and Art Contest.  

The purpose of this contest is to encourage 

youth to reflect on their role in resolving 

critical community issues and enhance unity 

among diverse groups through literature or 

art.  This year we had 245 entries with over 

100 people attending the awards ceremony.  

I’ve had the opportunity to serve as President 

of my church’s women’s organization also.

Tim Goodrich:  I’ve learned a great deal 

about leadership while serving in the military, 

earning my Masters in Public Administration 

and serving as a City and County Management 

Fellow at USC, and serving in leadership 

positions with various organizations here in 

Torrance. These include the ability to work 

with a team, strategic planning, facilitation, 

communication, and the ability to anticipate 

problems. I also believe one of my strengths 

is civic engagement, which is important to 

get more people involved in our City. I could 

go on, but anyone can talk about themselves. 

Instead, I think it’s important how other 

people perceive my leadership skills. I’ve been 

endorsed by former Mayor Dee Hardison, 

Former Councilmembers Cliff Numark and 

Hope Witkowsky, School Board Members 

Martha Deutsch, Mark Steffen, and Michael 

Wermers, 20 City Commissioners, Torrance 

Police and Firefighters, the Sierra Club, and 

the Torrance Chamber of Commerce. I believe 

having this broad based support is vital to be 

able to lead our City in the right direction.

Michael Griffiths:  My leadership skills 

are extensive. First and foremost, I founded 

my own business in 1986 and grew it to 

employ over 25 people in 3 offices around the 

country. I created the vision of the business, 

and lead the company to significant success 

in the 15 years before I sold it. I have also 

been a leader with my volunteer work with 

the Torrance-South Bay YMCA. For each of 

the last 5 years, I have led a group of over 

300 volunteers to go out and raise money 

in support of the programs that the YMCA 

offers our community. Each year, work starts 

6 months prior to the actual event. I lead 

by setting goals, recruiting, training and 

motivating volunteers at all different levels, 

and ultimately, I lead the group activities for 

the final 6 weeks where the actual fundrais-

ing work is completed. My other significant 

leadership activity is that I have lead as the 

chairperson on the Torrance Environmental 

Commission for 3 years, being elected by my 

fellow commissioners each year. It was my 

role as Commission chairperson to conduct 

orderly meetings each month and interface 

with City staff, the public and my fellow 

commissioners in a professional manner. 

I’m ready to use my leadership skills and 

experience as a member of the Torrance 

City Council.

Milton Herring: My personal leader-

ship model is that of a servant-leader. I am 

a public servant. I have a track record of 

proven leadership, both within the govern-

ment and in the community. In the military 

I started out as a private and retired as a 

Lieutenant Colonel. I attended and graduated 

from several military schools including the 

Army Command and General Staff Col-

lege. I received the Legion of Merit award, 

for exceptionally meritorious service. I was 

deployed in support of the Global War on 

Terrorism and responsible for the spiritual 

needs of some 7,000 soldiers throughout the 

Middle East. I served in the private sector as 

Executive Director of Stovall Development 

Corporation in Los Angeles. I led the efforts 

to secure funding for a 4.1 million dollar 98 

unit complex. As a member of the South 

Torrance Lions Club for 8 years, I served 

as President from 2007-2008. I served the 

Veterans in the Department of Veteran Af-

fairs and for four years as Chief of Chaplain 

services. At one point I was responsible for 

twelve Chaplains. As a community pastor, 

I led a congregation to build a 1.2 million 

dollar edifice in Los Angeles.

Rahmat H. Khan: Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Leilani A. Kimmel-Dagostino:   My 

background is in training and I served as 

the Customer Services Training Manager for 

USAir for 5 years and the Regional Train-

ing Manager for Kinko’s Copies for 1 year. 

I was certified and trained by the American 

Society of Training Administrators. While I 

was with USAir I also served as the certi-

fied Employee Transportation Coordinator 

who created and oversaw the Regulation XV 

Trip reduction program for the company. As 

an Administrative Assistant for the Hous-

ing Authority of the City of Los Angeles I 

created and set the Fair Market Rents for 

the Section 8 housing for the City of Los 

Angeles. While with American Airlines I 

founded and led the Asian Pacific Islander 

Employee Resource Group and also led 

the transition team in Aircraft Maintenance 

training Trans World Airlines employees in 

American Airlines systems and procedures. 

I have served as the Chair for the Torrance 

Commission on Aging for four years and as 

the Vice Chair for two years.  

Ryan H. Mand:  Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Aurelio Mattucci:  I have owned and man-

aged my own business my whole adult life.  

I am the co-founder of Mattucci Plumbing, 

a plumbing service company that is still in 

business after 25 years.  I am also the founder 

and current broker of Mattucci Real Estate, a 

real estate service company that at one time 

reached  upwards of  185 agents and three 

offices in less than a decade.  This can only 

be accomplished with good leadership and 

a lot of hard work.   As a business owner, I 

believe you need to lead by example.   Be 

the first one to roll up your sleeves, but most 

importantly is to allow your team to have a 

voice.   Yes, a good leader listens and must 

always stay confident that the team he or she 

picked can get the job done.   I am a team 

builder, a problem solver, a negotiator and 

a very hard worker. I know how to delegate 

and motivate.  Vote Aurelio Mattucci, a truly 

Independent Candidate.

Omar Navarro: When I was very young 

I was always interested in making a differ-

ence in my community.    When my family 

came from Cuba they came here to achieve 

the American Dream and worked hard to 

achieve success in this great country. They 

taught me to always pay attention to issues 

regarding my community and told me to 

always have the willingness to keep working 

for progress regardless of the opinion of the 

what the establishment thinks and to lead by 

example. My first taste in the process was 

when I was 19 years old, almost 6 years ago 

to be exact.  I worked many notable campaigns 

and supported candidates which I thought 

could be efficient in office at that time. In 

my journey, I acquired a lot of achievements 

and merits. I graduated with a Bachelors of 

Science in Criminal Justice. I then attained a 

Certificate in Information Security and Loss 

Prevention from USC. In addition, I went on 

to gain six years of experience working for 

major companies like Sony and Samsung and 

even served in working for the Los Angeles 

District Attorneys Office for the Victim As-

sistance Program. I have experience in the 

private sector and public sector and I felt I 

had allot of success as someone young who 

cares about his community and wants to give 

back and then took the decision to decide 

to run for office.

Clint Andrew Paulson:  At the behest of 

many valiant citizens that stood and made 

their voices heard until nearly 1 AM at a 

recent City Council meeting, Mayor Scotto 

and the council reluctantly agreed to postpone 

the decision on the placement of no parking 

signs for street sweeping until the new council 

is elected. I found it interesting that Mayor 

Scotto warned candidates in attendance that 

some of us might be forced to decide this issue 

as if it was some horrible chore that would 

be thrust upon us. I don’t see it that way at 

all. The opportunity to decide issues like this 

is exactly what leadership is all about to me.  

As a leader, I will not cower away from is-

sues that may be controversial.  I will relish 

the opportunity to respond to the concerns 

of residents and will do everything I can to 

ensure your voices are heard at City Hall.   

Right now we have a council that voted yes 

499 out of 500 times in 2013.   Saying yes 

to every motion is not leadership.  We need 

leaders on City Council that are willing to 

stand up and say “No” to recommendations 

by city staff that are not in the best interests 

of the taxpayer.  I will be that leader.  Leader-

ship is also about proactively addressing the 

problems our city faces.   Last week Toyota 

announced they are leaving town.   Did we 

proactively do all we could to keep them 

here?   Pensions are an issue right now.   Is 

our leadership proactively engaged in resolv-

ing this issue?  As a leader, I want to ensure 

we are proactively addressing these and the 

many other issues our city faces.

Geoffrey Rizzo: I believe what I bring 

to the table is honesty as an individual and 

transparency in my actions.  In my formative 

years I learned from my father in address-

ing family issues that discussion, soliciting 

input, keeping an open mind, and obtain-

ing different points of view was important 

ALL MAY 
ARMED FORCES 

MONTH 
AT PALOS VERDES BOWL!

 To book your event or for more 
information, please contact Charlotte at 

charlotte@pvbowl.com or 310.326.5120

Bowling  .............................$1.50
Shoe Rental  .......................$1.50
Lunch Specials  ...................$2.99 

    Armed Forces  
   Personnel and
    Veterans  
Join Us Everyday
       Before 5pm.
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Vistage. Not a group of Yes Men

Imagine a room full of experienced  

CEOs all focusing on your company’s 

challenges, and not a yes-person  

among them.

Be our guest on  

Tuesday, June 3.

vistage.com/southbayleaders

Actual Vistage Members

in building consensus and family unity. It 

helped my family resolve issue and move 

forward.  These leadership traits and skills 

are now ingrain in me and have assisted me 

throughout my entire career on the police 

department and what I bring with me as a 

councilman.    I take the time to investigate 

and research the issues, solicit input from 

stakeholders to look for workable solutions 

and identify unintended consequences, and 

build consensus among the parties. Once 

solutions are implemented I follow-up to 

ensure a successful outcome.  I understand 

that bringing people together, addressing 

issues, finding solutions, and building con-

sensus requires diplomacy and decisiveness 

and the ability to recognize which approach 

to use in a given circumstance. These are 

the leadership skills and traits that I possess 

that will aid me in getting things done for 

the citizens of Torrance.

Alex M. See:  Answer not submitted by 

deadline.

Norm “Opa” Segal:  I was the General 

Manager of a 200+ employee  manufactur-

ing company located in El Segundo.   The 

company was Tetrafluor, Inc. which was 

purchased by Coors Ceramics just prior to 

my retirement.   As General Manager I was 

involved with every aspect of the Company’s 

operations  such as  business development, 

purchasing, manufacturing, employee benefits 

and retention, customer service, finance, 

product engineering, facilities and profitability.  

The principal thing that I have learned from 

a career in the private sector is to  lead by 

example.  I believe in treating everyone with 

respect, dignity and honesty.  The results you 

get are directly proportional to what you put 

out.   I believe in letting each employee do 

their jobs with minimal  interferance.  I also 

believe in following up on the work performed 

by employees to assure that they understand 

their assignments and are competant to do 

their jobs.   A leader is responsible for the 

results required and also must build a team 

that could operate without him (her). Direct-

ing this toward the City:   I think that the 

Councilmembers have the obligation to assure 

that the various City Managers and Chiefs 

are performing competantly and assessing 

their employees in the same manner.   They 

should all be treating others with respect, 

dignity and honesty.

Charlotte Ann Svolos:  I have been a leader 

for a long time. As far back as high school, 

I was being put in charge of things. I was 

the stage manager for our productions then. 

Now, I have a variety of hats that I wear. I 

am the chair of the School Site Committee 

at Hickory. I am a Scholarship and Charity 

chair for Torrance Teachers. I am on the 

Stewardship committee for First Lutheran. 

I am assistant treasurer for the 66th assem-

bly district central committee. I served as a 

statewide representative on the Early Child-

hood Education committee as secretary and 

written policy for CTA regarding Transitional 

Kindergarten. I lobby and donate along with 

a dozen things I am probably forgetting. But, 

where my skills are most often tested, are 

as a special education teacher. It takes a lot 

of organization and leadership to build an 

education plan for a child especially when 

sometimes our visions for the child do not 

agree. Ultimately, teamwork and sometimes 

compromise are needed to do what is right 

for the child. I know I can apply those same 

skills for the good of the city and its people.

John Paul Tabakian:  I do not sugarcoat 

issues for political gain. Leaders tell the 

truth, regardless if it upsets someone. I am 

a straight talking pragmatic person. Torrance 

political elites lie to voters about the economic 

health of our city, rising pension liabilities, 

and the threat of extremist anti-business 

organizations. I am the only candidate who 

has worked hard to inform voters that the 

city is planning to install parking meters in 

Old Torrance. I was the first candidate to 

warn voters of plans to install a .25% sales 

tax to fund rising pension obligations! This 

city has a spending problem. Torrance Police 

and Fire Department Unions are engaging in 

extortion by supporting candidates who push 

for higher and higher salaries and benefits 

to provide excellent service, which is their 

job! Torrance pays its police officers more 

than Secret Service officers who serve on 

President Barack Obama’s detail! Now ask 

yourself, “Which department gets sued the 

most? The United States Secret Service or 

the Torrance Police Department?”

Kurt Weideman:  There are many skills 

that combine to make what I would consider 

a Leader.  A leader takes inputs from all 

sides of a question and decides how it all 

fits according to the vision. A leader sets 

an example.  A leader must have a certain 

charisma - qualities that other people are 

drawn towards, trust, look up to, and feel 

comfortable with. I believe that I possess these 

skills and more:  For example, I think that 

I display emotional maturity – not reacting 

to tough situations by displaying frustra-

tion or bursting out in anger.  I believe that 

self-confidence is a sign of leadership that 

I display, as I do not require the approval 

of others for the decisions I take. A leader-

ship skill that is particularly important is 

the capacity to work hard, with high levels 

of energy – something that anyone who has 

worked with me knows my capacity for hard 

work.  One need only look at my record of 

service to the community to see that I possess 

the skills described above.  I have served our 

community for many years in positions of 

leadership responsibility – I served 7 years 

on the Planning Commission, during my 

tenure, we passed the current General Plan 

while I was Chairman and my views on the 

Hillside Overlay and “Mansionization” are on 

the Public record. I served 10 years on the 

local Workforce Investment Board distribut-

ing Federal Funds to provide resources and 

train disadvantaged and dislocated workers, 

as well as the youth of our area. I was the 

first Chairman of the El Camino College 

Bond Oversight Committee reviewing and 

auditing the expenditure of $395 million of 

taxpayer approved Bonds. In addition, I have 

served 3 terms as President of the Torrance 

Historical Society, and 2 terms as President 

of the Torrance Cultural Arts Foundation.

How did you become  
interested in local politics?

Heidi Ashcraft:  My interest in politics 

evolved with my volunteering in Torrance, 

evidenced in question #1.  I am proud to have 

been elected to the Torrance Board of Educa-

tion.  Torrance School District is recognized 

nationally for excellence with Blue Ribbon and 

California Distinguished Schools. The high 

school drop out rate in Torrance is lower than 

Manhattan Beach and Redondo Beach High 

Schools. Torrance Schools and safety are the 

main reasons people choose to live in Torrance, 

keeping real estate values consistently high. 

Tim Goodrich:  Ten years ago, I wasn’t 

political at all. However, after three deploy-

ments to the Middle East and seeing real 

poverty and what life was like under dictator-

ship, I came home and resolved not to take 

life for granted. Ever since then, I’ve been 

involved in my community and have really 

enjoyed working with others to improve it. 

As I’ve worked in our city by serving as a 

Board Member of the Torrance Education 

Foundation, volunteering with the Police and 

Fire Departments, and serving as a Member 

of the School Bond Oversight Committee, I’ve 

learned a great deal more about the internal 

workings of Torrance. We’re at a critical junc-

tion right now as the economy improves and 

the revenues start to return. I hope to make 

a difference as a Councilmember by making 

sure that those revenues are directed to where 

it’s needed most: our roads and infrastructure, 

public safety, and ensuring open transparent, 

and efficient government. I believe this “Back 

to Basics” approach is what our City needs.

Michael Griffiths:  Since selling my business 

in 2000, I’ve become increasingly more involved 

in community service. I have volunteered for 

over 17 years with the Torrance-South Bay 

YMCA where I receive great personal satis-

faction providing my time to help in whatever 

ways they needed. That led me to get more 

involved in this community that has been so 

good to me. I applied to, and was appointed 

to the Torrance Environmental Commission 

where I served 2 four-year terms. And I was 

then appointed by the City Council to the 

Torrance Planning Commission. All those posi-

tions have given me the introduction to local 

politics. Combining my business experience, 

community service experience, and my City 

Commission experience, I felt that I really 

do have right mix of experience and length 

of service, to serve our community as a City 

Councilmember. After living here in Torrance 

for 31 years, raising my family here, founding 

and growing my business here, I want to give 

back. Torrance has been a great City to live, 

and now I have the time, passion and experi-

ence to do that.

Milton Herring:  I come from a family 

whose members have been involved in local 

government for many years.   Consequently, 

all of my adult life I have been interested in 

local politics and I have voted in almost every 

election. During my studies in college, I learned 

the importance of getting involved in local 

politics and have volunteered on a number of 

local campaigns. As a resident of Torrance for 

24 years, I have watched our elected officials 

make important decisions affecting generations 

and have been concerned about the motivation 

for some of those decisions. Our City will only 

be as good as those leading our City. I believe 

it is essential for those serving the public to 

be people of integrity and high morals. As a 

commissioner, I consider it an honor to serve 

my City and I desire to serve in an even more 

responsive way as Councilman.

Rahmat H. Khan:  Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Leilani A. Kimmel-Dagostino:  When I 

started my Financial Consulting business 10 

years ago, I noticed the fraud that was being 

perpetrated on senior citizens in that they were 

being sold non-appropriate products for their 

age and income levels. I felt that there was a 

way to foster awareness in this area so I applied 

for a position on the Torrance Commission 

on Aging. While serving on the Commission 

I have been able to educate seniors through 

the “Seniors Don’t Be Scammed” seminars 

offered by the Torrance Police Department 

and also by bringing to light new scams and 

fraud activities. There is only so much that 

can be accomplished on a Commission level, 

however. Real change happens at the City 

Council level. With the big changeover in City 

Council leadership I thought this was my time 

to throw in my hat and continue the legacy of 

good governance and be a part of real change. 

Ryan H. Mand:  Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Aurelio Mattucci:  I grew up in a politically 

active household.   Politics have been a com-

mon topic at the dinner table as far back as I 

can remember.   As a child I always admired 

individuals that made things happen.  My father 

is one of those people.  Even though he is 76 
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years young, he goes to work six days a week.  

He always tells me that hard work is the only 

way to ever make things happen.   I always 

wanted to be part of government, make things 

happen and represent the people.  One of the 

phrases that stick most with me is “government 

of the people, by the people, for the people”, 

I truly believe in those words. When I heard 

that two council seats were going to be vacated 

I immediately started thinking this is a sign.   

I asked my wife what she thought about me 

running and she told me go for it.   So I am 

going for it and hope I can get your support.  

Vote Aurelio Mattucci, a truly Independent 

Candidate.

Omar Navarro:  I have always led and 

worked hard everyday for the tax payers in 

Torrance. Back in 2012 I saved the city of 

Torrance $200,000.   I have also led in creat-

ing groups that give youth the opportunity to 

voice themselves. I have led to fight against 

cronism and redtape in the city. This June 3rd 

I want to continue fighting for the tax payers 

as a watch dog in the city to make sure the 

tax payers money is being used to better our 

community, not the special interests or poltical 

insiders. I will continue growing as a  leader 

and uniter and uping comer. My vote on the 

council will not be a wasted vote. I will be a 

fresh new voice that is strong for the future 

of Torrance.

Clint Andrew Paulson:  I became interested 

in local politics because I wanted to connect 

with and support the thousands of Torrance 

residents that are truly making a difference 

for the better in our community through 

their volunteer efforts.   We have groups like 

the citizens for quiet helicopters and the 

Torrance Rose Float association.     We have 

church groups are working together to feed 

the homeless and take care of those in need.  

In our schools, we have the PTA and groups 

like the Anza Eagle Education Alliance that 

have opened their checkbooks and put their 

hearts and souls into fundraising for our strug-

gling schools.  The opportunity to support all 

of the wonderful Torrance volunteers in their 

many different endeavors is what thrills me 

about local politics. 

Geoffrey Rizzo:  I’ve always been interested 

in politics inasmuch as I believe it is our 

duty as citizens is to stay informed and be 

engaged in the political process - the means 

vote! the question for me is not how I became 

interested in local politics but why I entered 

public service.  The short answer is that I am 

honoring my father, paying my debt to my 

community, and paying it forward for my 

children. When I was 19 I lost my father to 

cancer.   He died from and inoperable brain 

tumor.    Prior to his passing he called his 

children home and talked to us about, for lack 

of a better term, his death sentence and why 

he was at peace with it.  To understand why, 

it is important to understand my father and 

what he had experienced.   He was a WWII 

combat veteran who had seen significant ac-

tion during the war in North Africa, Sicily, 

and Omaha Beach on D-Day.  He had known 

many young men, some close friends, who 

didn’t make it home.    Like them he didn’t 

want to be there.  What they wanted was to 

go home, get married, find a job, and raise 

a family.  This was the dream – he survived 

but many didn’t and he felt he owed it to 

them that the dream be realized.     

Alex M. See: Answer not submitted by 

deadline.

Norm “Opa” Segal: Six months ago,   if 

you would have asked me if I would ever run 

for City Council, I would have questioned 

your sanity.   This would not only not make 

my bucket list, it would not even be some-

thing I would want as a booby prize. More 

recently a couple of my neighbors and I went 

to City to address the Council regarding a 

health and safety issue on our street.   After 

several presentations and the assistance of 

one of the Councillmembers, we did prevail 

and had the item added to the City’s 5-year 

capital expenditure program.  I not only was 

able to see the Council in action, but also 

learned where the funds come from for the 

various types of expenditures.  City govern-

ment is different from the private sector.   I 

am a career accountant with extensive manag-

ment experience and would like to volunteer 

my skills to the City.   

Charlotte Ann Svolos:  I became interested 

in local politics as a direct result of watching 

the effect government has on my classroom. 

I started getting involved with the political 

action group that discusses issues with our 

school board. I have been the chair and cur-

rently act as the treasurer. Government at the 

local level is the most dynamic. I can actually 

meet with the people who will shape my 

future. I have lobbied my state representa-

tives and even had the opportunity to travel 

to Washington DC and lobby there. I have 

been most heard here at the local level. I 

usually get an answer even if it isn’t the one 

I want to hear. I know these people are in my 

community and care about it. I see them at 

the Rotary fundraiser, Education Foundation, 

and Relay for Life walk. I might see them at 

a performance or even in the grocery store. 

The media actually encouraged me to run for 

local office. I ran for California Senate with 

no hope of winning because it was the right 

thing to do, because I believe we should live 

in the community we represent to hear what 

the people want, not just decide without input 

and first hand knowledge of issues.

John Paul Tabakian: The Torrance politi-

cal elite, led by empty suit candidates, are 

doing everything in their power to destroy 

the local business economy, and poison 

the overall quality of life. We live in a city 

where political incumbents claim they are 

happy that Toyota is leaving, because the 

city is going to replace them with something 

better! YAY! These people claim that Toyota 

left California and Torrance is not to blame. 

That is a complete lie! Toyota did not leave 

California! Toyota left Torrance! Toyota is 

keeping its Long Beach and Newport Beach 

operations open and 2300 jobs intact! I am 

running for office, because my generation has 

to deal with an obscene debt obligation. The 

Torrance political elite are pushing candidates 

who have kissed the political ring, have years 

of experience sitting on a chair, and are 

advocating policies that will drive the last 

nail in our city coffin. The Torrance political 

elite are covering up that one of the Torrance 

City Council candidates is a war protestor 

and co-founder of Iraq Veterans Against The 

War. This individual condemned the United 

States of America on foreign, and domestic 

soil, in a military uniform, and threatened 

the national security of the United States, by 

inciting hatred towards our country. I am as-

signing every voter a homework assignment. 

You need to Google every candidate’s name. 

It is up to you to discover the true intentions 

of every candidate.

Kurt Weideman: In l996 I graduated from 

the Torrance Chamber Program “Leadership 

Torrance”.  This 12 week course showed me 

how satisfying community service could be, 

and motivated me to get involved in several 

civic organizations.  This involvement has 

enriched my life tremendously. In 2006 I 

attended the “Grassroots Academy” presented 

by the Torrance Chamber of Commerce led 

by Dee Hardison and Don Lee, which gave 

me an overview of the local political process.  

My subsequent involvement in the June, 2006 

election gave me an understanding of the 

“nuts and bolts” of a local campaign.

Thank you Candidates! •

See UCLA doctors in your neighborhood
Making your health a priority is now easier than ever. With primary and specialty care  

locations throughout the South Bay, UCLA doctors are where you need us, when you need us. 

Because when it comes to your health, we go out of our way to make sure you never have to.   

•  Family Medicine

•  Internal Medicine

• Endocrinology

• Nephrology 

• Pulmonary

• Sleep Medicine

Torrance Manhattan Beach

•  Family Medicine

•  Internal Medicine 

• Pediatrics

• Radiology

•  Family Medicine

•  Internal Medicine

• Cardiology

• Dermatology

• Rheumatology

Redondo Beach 

1-855-Go-2-UCLA (1-855-462-8252)

Make an appointment: uclahealth.org/southbay uclahealth.org/getsocial 

Schedule a  
    little  time
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Call toll-free: 1-800-409-2420

Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?
You can save up to 75% when you fill your prescriptions at our Canadian and International prescription service.

Call Toll-free: 1-800-409-2420

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for 
all prescription medication orders.

Call the number below and save an 
additional $10 plus get free shipping on 
your first prescription order with Canada 
Drug Center. Expires June 30, 2014. Offer is 
valid for prescription orders only and can 
not be used in conjunction with any other 
offers. Valid for new customers only. One 
time use per household. 

Get An Extra $10 Off & Free
Shipping On Your 1st Order!

Order Now! 1-800-409-2420
Use code 10FREE to receive this 
special offer.

Prescription price comparison above is valid as of November 1, 2013. All trade-mark (TM) rights associated with the brand name products in this ad 
belong to their respective owners. *Generic drugs are carefully regulated medications that have the same active ingredients as the original brand 
name drug, but are generally cheaper in price. Generic equivalents are equal to their "brand" counterparts in Active Ingredients, Dosage, Safety, 
Strength, Quality, Performance and Intended use. It may vary in colour, shape, size, cost and appearance.

Compare our prices and see how much
you can save on your medications!

Bottle A
Manufactured By

PfizerTM.
Typical US brand price

for 200mg x 100

CelebrexTM

$568.87 Bottle B
Manufactured By

Generics
Manufacturers

Generic equivalent of CelebrexTM

Generic price for 200mg x 100

Celecoxib*
$62.00

Their Price
Our Price

Harry’s &  
McCoy’s Moving

Free Estimates

Family Owned & Operated for 66 Years

Time starts at your door

Free use of boxes & wardrobes

Short notice moves

Home-Office-Apartments

Local and Long Distance

Licensed & Insured – CAL-T-160-989

310.329.3493

   “Moving handled 
  with patience 
      and kindness!”

Wild Week In  
Los Angeles Sports
By Adam Serrao

There are some weeks in the world of sports 

where absolutely nothing happens. You sit 

around on your hands, flipping through the 

channels, numbly searching for something 

to watch that, as a sports fan, will give you 

some minute form of entertainment. On weeks 

like these, you may find yourself watching a 

bowling match or a pool tournament, forcing 

yourself to root for a player to get a strike or 

clear off the pool table as a form of what will 

have to pass as excitement.  And there are other 

weeks like the one that we just experienced: 

from baseball to basketball to hockey and 

back, sporting news was being made across 

the board, and since the majority of it took 

place right here in Los Angeles, it is easy to 

see why we are in one of the best cities in the 

world to experience true sports excitement. 

The biggest news this week wasn’t exciting 

at all: it was actually a sad reminder that there 

are people in this world who still adhere to 

racist ways of living and thinking. In an audio 

recording, Clippers owner Donald Sterling was 

heard making a series of racist remarks to his 

girlfriend, V. Stiviano. NBA commissioner 

Adam Silver conducted a full investigation in 

to the matter and issued Sterling a lifetime ban 

from his team and the NBA and fined him $2.5 

million. Acknowledging the backlash that arose 

from players and coaches around the league  

started Silver’s new tenure as NBA 

commissioner off on the right foot. For an 

owner in such a diverse sport to have racist 

views about those who play for his team and 

attend his games is unacceptable. Sterling 

knows that now and will have to deal with the 

repercussions for the rest of his life. There is 

no place for racism in sports, or in the world 

anymore and the ex-Clippers owner will be 

reminded of that every time he sets foot out 

of his house. 

On a lighter note, those same Los Angeles 

Clippers put the news behind them to beat 

the Golden State Warriors in game seven of 

a best-of-seven series. After what was perhaps 

the longest week of their lives, the Clippers 

advanced to the Western Conference semifinals 

for the second time in three years and earned 

themselves a second-round matchup against the 

Oklahoma City Thunder, after an extremely 

exciting series against the Warriors. “I just 

thought with all this stuff, this team just needed 

this win,” Clippers head coach Doc Rivers 

said. “This was a hard week. It feels like two 

months. I just needed to be able to smile and 

laugh and cheer and be proud of something. 

And I was very proud of my players.” These 

Clippers feel that they have a better chance at 

finally arriving in the Conference Finals for 

the first time ever because of their exuberant 

head coach. The Thunder will be a hard team 

to tackle, but something about this year’s Los 

Angeles Clippers feels like they are on the 

verge of making history. 

The Los Angeles Kings just got done doing 

the impossible. The team that is built for the 

playoffs came back from a 3-0 series deficit 

against the San Jose Sharks to complete the 

reverse sweep and win the series 4-3. The 

Kings became only the fourth team in NHL 

history to win a series after trailing 0-3 and 

now advance to take on their rivals from down 

the highway in Anaheim. The Kings and Ducks 

have never met in a playoff series before 

but the Ducks won the regular season series 

handily. That didn’t stop Jonathan Quick and 

Marion Gaborik, who scored with just seven 

seconds left in regulation to send the game to 

overtime and then scored again in overtime, 

from getting the win in game one of the best 

of seven series. That was only game one, 

however, and there is no questioning that this 

series will be yet another long, hard-fought 

series between two teams that call the Los 

Angeles area home. 

Lastly, what every Los Angeles Lakers 

basketball fan wanted to happen finally did: 

Mike D’Antoni finally got fired, or “stepped 

down,” as the organization called it. Whichever 

way they want to put it, D’Antoni is out and 

the Lakers can finally get back to playing 

some defense again. Don’t expect the Lakers 

to name a new head coach soon; it figures to 

be a long and drawn out process. First, the 

Lakers will focus on the NBA draft, getting a 

decent pick and trying to attract big-time free 

agents to play for the team who might even 

give their input as to who they would want 

as coach. Thus far, Kevin Ollie of the NCAA 

champion UConn Huskies, John Calipari of 

the Kentucky Wildcats and Tom Thibodeau 

of the Chicago Bulls have all been linked to 

the job. All are currently under contract with 

their respective teams, so it may take a lot 

of convincing and a long time to finish the 

process. But who wouldn’t want to coach 

the Lakers? 

It has been an amazing week for Los 

Angeles sports history and it only figured to get 

better as time goes on. Whether it’s baseball, 

basketball, hockey or even bowling or pool, 

sports has never been better here in L.A. If 

you haven’t been paying attention recently, I 

feel bad for you: but it’s not too late. Follow 

your hometown teams throughout the playoffs, 

regular season and even offseason right here 

with the Torrance Tribune all year long. •

Warriors In the Hunt
By Adam Serrao

The West High Warriors have the task of 

competing in what is perennially an extremely 

tough and competitive division, and it is no 

different this year in the baseball season. 

This year, the Warriors’ toughest competition  

is against Palos Verdes, Peninsula and Redondo  

Union. Having already split a series against 

Peninsula, Redondo was up next on the slate 

for West. Things didn’t start off so well for 

head coach Juan Cueva and his Warriors 

when the team took a 9-5 loss in the open-

ing game of the two-game series, but last 

Friday night in Redondo, West was able to 

rebound nicely behind Taylor Myers with a 

4-3 victory, enabling them to stay in the hunt 

for this year’s Bay League crown. 

Myers took the mound for the Warriors, 

going up against Redondo’s Danny Zimmer-

man in what began as a perfect pitchers’ 

duel. Each team remained scoreless until the 

bottom of the fourth when Redondo struck 

first. A pair of doubles brought home a pair 

of runs for Redondo to make the score 2-0 

going in to the top of the fifth. “We caught 

a couple breaks when we were down and 

stayed focused,” Cueva explained. “We’ve 

done a good job of rebounding and coming 

back when we’re down, we just haven’t done 

as well holding on to leads.” The Warriors did 

both of those things in this one as they came 

out aggressively in the fifth, leading off the 

inning with two singles by Josh Williams and 

Cody Wissler. Masata Okawa later walked to 

score a run and cut Redondo’s lead to 2-1. 

Santiago later came in to score the tying run 

and another walk and a grounder to third base 

scored two more runs to complete a four-run 

inning for West to give them the lead. 

Redondo was able to get on the board  

again in the bottom of the seventh behind 

Duncan McKinnon, but could only muster 

one run and fell short in the 4-3 loss. “Our 

backs were against the wall,” Myers said. 

“We had to win this game. We couldn’t get 

swept.” The victory keeps the Warriors in 

the race for the top spot in the Bay League 

standings as they maneuvered themselves 

into a tie for second place with the win, 

now a game ahead of Redondo. “Coming 

into this game I felt a lot of pressure,” My-

ers continued. “They’re a good team with 

some good hitters so I knew I’d probably 

need to throw a gem to keep us in it.” Myers 

did precisely that, giving up just four hits 

and two runs in five innings. The Warriors 

(12-13, 4-2) now have yet another tough 

challenge ahead of them as they take on the 

Palos Verdes Sea Kings in a two-game set 

this week. West is currently tied with Palos 

Verdes for second place. 

North vs. South 
The North High Saxons have been having a 

rough go of things in this year’s baseball season,  

and the South High Spartans didn’t intend to make  

things any easier for their two-game matchup 

nearly a week ago. The Spartans, who are in 

first place barely ahead of the Torrance Tartars, 

took to the field at North High last Wednesday 

and got their bats going early. With five runs 

in the second inning and another four in the 

fourth, South’s nine runs and 11 hits were 

enough to dismantle the lowly Saxons in game 

one of two. “We’ve worked hard on our hit-

ting, you can see our progress in practice, and 

today we came out and executed really well,” 

South head coach Grady Sain said. Spartans 

ace Matt Mogollon had another impressive 

game, throwing a full seven innings of three 

hit ball with one walk and seven strikeouts. 

Things were much closer in game two at 

South High last Friday afternoon, but the 

Spartans were again able to pull things out 

in order to take the sweep. With another im-

pressive pitching performance, this time from 

Nick Beardsley, South (17-7, 5-1) was able to 

score two runs in the first inning of play and 

cruise behind their pitcher for the remainder 

of the game to get the win. Beardsley threw 

a two-hitter, striking out 12 batters with only 

one walk for the Spartans. North’s Daniel 

Cobos got the teams first hit of the game in 

the sixth inning to break up the no-hit bid. 

“We have to have more fight, and don’t get 

down on ourselves,” North  head coach Mike 

Demaria explained of his team and the way 

their year has gone thus far. “We split with 

Lawndale and Centennial to put ourselves in 

a hole. But we still have five league games 

left. If we go down, we’ll go down fighting.” 

That never-surrender attitude will have to come 

into play for North in the last two weeks of 

the season as the Saxons (10-14, 2-4) take on 

Torrance and El Segundo, the league’s second 

and third place teams, respectively, in their 

final games of the season. 

Torrance High
The Torrance Tartars (17-8, 5-1) are doing 

their best to be the Pioneer League’s top team, 

but they just can’t seem to get themselves 

past the South High Spartans in the standings. 

With six straight wins and a recent sweep 

over Centennial in which they outscored their 

opponent 23-7 in the two-game set, Torrance 

sits in a virtual tie for first place with the 

Spartans, who have won five of their last 

six outings. The Tartars will get Lawndale 

(fifth place) and North High (fourth place) 

in their final matchups of the season while 

the Spartans get Centennial (last place) and 

El Segundo (third place) as the race for the 

Pioneer League title comes to a close. •
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2014 AYSO Region 15

Player and Volunteer Walk-In Registrations

2014 Registration Dates and Locations
Saturday, May 10 Torrance Farmers Market, 2200 Crenshaw Blvd., Torrance 8:30am-1pm

Saturday, May 31 J.H. Hull Middle School, 2080 W. 231st St., Torrance 9am-3pm

Saturday, June 21 J.H. Hull Middle School, 2080 W. 231st St., Torrance 9am-3pm

Saturday, July 19 J.H. Hull Middle School, 2080 W. 231st St., Torrance 9am-3pm

2014 Fall Season Registration Fees
 Early Bird Free Regular Fee
 (thru May 31) (from June 1)

First Child $105 $150

Second Child $90 $125

Additional Children $75 each $100 each

Bring in a new player to Region 15 and both of you get a 20% Discount when you both register at the same time!

1. Pre-Registration is done on-line only. If you are unable 
 to complete the pre-registration prior to registration  
 day, laptops will be available when you arrive.

2. Go to www.easyo.org to register your player(s).

3. Go to the Region 15 website at www.ayso15.org  
 and click on “Registration” for instructions on how  
 to use easyo.

4. Make sure all your information is current and correct.

5. Provide and email address that is checked frequently.

6. Bring three (3) copies of the registration form and  
 payment with you to registration. Your player is not  
 registered until the pre-registration form is turned in with 
  your payment at one of the walk-in registration days.

7. If you are new to Region 15, you are required to bring 
  a copy of your player(s) birth ceertificate or passport for  
 age verification.

Opening Day is September 6 and runs for 12 weeks, until November 22.

Any player between the ages of 4 and 18, as of July 31, 2014, can play AYSO.

All new players, ages 7 to 13. are required to have their skills evaluated. Evaluations will take place at each registration 
day. Shin guards and saucer cleats are required for participating in the evaluation process.

Questions? Please please email us at registrar@ayso15.or call 310-817-4700 and someone will get back to you asap.

Registration Instructions

Registration fees can be paid by cash, check, credit or  
 debit cards.

 - make payable to AYSO Region 15.

 - for use only at walk-in  
 registration. There will be a $5 transaction fee added to 
  the registration fee.

Payment

All volunteers must submit a 2014 Volunteer Form.  
 Go to www.eayso and use hte same login you used to  
 register your player

click on “Apply as a Returning 
 Adult Volunteer” and update your information. Be sure 
 to verify your dirviers license matches the information  
 on your volunteer form.

click on “Apply as a New Adult  
 Volunteer” and fill out the form. Bring two (2) copies of  
 the 2014 Volunteer Form, and your drivers license to  
 any walk-in registration day. Your drivers license must  
 be veridied before we can accept your volunteer form.
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bakery – imported groceries

italy – argentina – mexico – peru 

& other latin countries

BEEF
(ONION, OLIVES, EGG, 

BELL PEPPERS)

SPICY BEEF
(ONION, BELL PEPPERS, 

CHILE HABANERO)

CHICKEN
(ONION, 

BELL PEPPERS)

SPINACH
(ONION, MOZZARELLA 

CHEESE, BECHAMEL SAUCE)

POMO
(TOMATO, BASIL, 

MOZZARELLA CHEESE)

PEPPERONI
(PEPPERONI, MARINARA 

SAUCE, MOZZARELLA CHEESE)

CONTINENTALGOURMETMARKET.COM

TRY OUR ARGENTINIAN 

EMPANADAS! select from:

IN STORE  

PURCHASE ONLY. 

MINIMUM OF 

$20 OR MORE.

%
OFF!10

Please Present Coupon to Cashier
at either Lomita or Hawthorne

Market Locations.

lomita

25600 Narbonne Ave. (near PCH)
310.530.3213

hawthorne

12921 S. Prairie Ave. (near W. 129th St.)
310.676-5444

TWO LOCATIONS!

hen I was working in Austria in the 

early 1980s we had a house version of 

Chicken Cordon Blue.

This classic dish has nothing to do with the 

famous cooking school in Paris that Julia 

child studied at in the 50s. 

It is attributed to the Austrian or German 

culinary legend. At the Bristol hotel we 

had our own version of the dish “Gefullte 

Huhner Schnitzel Bristol”

W

The Chef

and how to bang them
by Chef Shafer

Dine In
Take Out

Catering and  
Free Home Delivery

310-335-0066
202 A. East Imperial Ave.
El Segundo, CA 90245

LARGE PIZZA
with 1 topping

$1099 Plus Tax • Limited Time 

$2 Beers
Tuesday and Wednesday nights

“A Taste 
of Brooklyn”

EL SEGUNDO
150 S Sepulveda Blvd.

310-426-9494

MANHATTAN BEACH
976 Aviation Blvd. 

310-318-5959

Now Open Sundays
Ample 

Seating

DELIVERY IN LIMITED AREA AT BOTH LOCATIONS

1 LARGE 16” PIZZA
with one topping

$1399
Plus Tax. Extra toppings additional cost. No substitutions, please. 

Please mention coupon when ordering. One per customer. Expires 5/22/14.

Catering Available

VALENTINO  S
Pizza, Pasta & More

Stuffed Chicken Breast Bristol
Stuffing:
6 chicken breasts 6-ounce each, skinless 
and boneless
6 slices mozzarella cheese about 1.5 oz each
12 fresh basil leaves
2 large tomatoes, diced into 1/4 inch size

1/2 a large red onion, diced fine
3 cloves of garlic, chopped
3 tablespoons olive oil
1/2 cup white wine
Salt and pepper
2 cups vegetable oil for frying

•  Take each breast of chicken and place it on a clean surface then using a meat mallet 

flatten the chicken breast out till it is thinner by 1/2 the original size. Do not over 

beat it or it will tear.

• Repeat for each breast.

• Season the breast with salt and pepper.

• In a hot sauté pan add the olive oil, onions and garlic. Brown off slightly 1 minute.

• Add the tomatoes and wine. Let it reduce till almost dry.

• Cool. 

•  Layer each breast with a slice of cheese, 2 basil leaves a tablespoon of the tomato 

mixture. Fold in half. Make sure the chicken is touching chicken and the stuffing 

is all in the center

Coating:
1/2cup flour

2 eggs
1.5 cups breadcrumbs

•  Take the eggs and beat the slight in a bowl.

•  Start by dredging the stuffed breasts in the flour then dipping in the eggs then coating 

thoroughly with the breadcrumbs to make sure the chicken breast is sealed at the 

folded edge. Set aside on a sheet pan with wax paper on it. Repeat.

Sauce:
1 pound mushrooms, sliced
1/2 red onion chopped fine
3 tablespoons of olive oil
1/4 cup white wine

1  15 oz. canned dice tomatoes
3 tablespoons unsalted butter
6 to 8 basil leaves, chopped coarsely 
Salt and pepper to taste 

• In a 2-quart sauce pan sauté the onions and mushrooms in the olive oil about 2 minutes.

•  Add the wine and tomatoes and simmer for 10 minutes stir in the butter salt pepper 

to taste and basil leaves. Serve with your crispy chicken.

How to Cook the Chicken:
•  Heat the 2 cups of vegetable oil in a high-sided fry pan or Dutch oven. The oil 

should be a medium heat. If too hot it will burn the chicken; if too cold it won’t 

cook quickly. Check the oil by dropping a drop of sliced bread in the oil if it toasts 

slowly its ok. Place the chicken breasts in the oil and brown carefully.  Repeat till 

the all the breasts are browned off on all sides. Be gentle as to not open the side 

of the fold. Place on the sheet pan again and finish cooking in a 350 oven for 15 

to 20 min. or till the breast is firm and bubbly.

• Set cooked chicken on a platter and serve with the sauce. •
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TerriAnn of Torrance

By TerriAnn Ferren

We all have a mom and whether we call 

her ‘Mother,” ‘Mom,’ or ‘Mommie,’ that 

person influences us for the rest of our 

lives. Every year on the second Sunday of 

May, we set aside time to publicly honor 

our moms. Mother’s Day became a national 

holiday in 1914 under President Woodrow 

Wilson. This year I decided to get on top 

of things, so I headed to the card shop to 

peruse the stacks of cards to find the perfect 

one for my mom. Surely all of us at times 

have found ourselves panicked at the last 

moment, looking through the leftover cards 

at a shop the Saturday before Mother’s Day. 

That wasn’t going to happen to me, I hoped.

My mom and I have always been close. I 

can remember when I was with my mom at 

an event when I was about fifteen years old 

and someone asked me to introduce myself 

and I remember saying, “I am my mother’s 

daughter.” We all laughed but I have come 

to discover that that introduction is very 

true. We are all ‘our mother’s daughter/

son’. And whether that mother is our natural 

one or one we ‘adopt’ or claim, we become 

a lot like our mothers. There are things 

about me that remind me of my mom. The 

expressions that come out of my mouth are 

directly influenced by my mom, even the 

ones I wish weren’t. As I thought about the 

upcoming Mother’s Day celebration, I began 

noticing the mothers all around me all over 

town. From children content to be pushed 

in a stroller, to the teenager lagging behind 

walking into a department store with his/

her mom, to the middle aged mom helping 

her aged mom into a restaurant, the moms 

that take care of us, nurture us, and love us 

certainly deserve a day of recognition. And 

that includes the moms that are no longer 

with us. Especially on Mother’s Day, those 

who miss their moms because they are 

deceased remember the special celebrations 

on that day especially. My friend lost her 

mom several years ago and she told me it 

left a hole in her heart. Every Mother’s Day 

she remembers, as she does all through the 

year, how special her mom was. 

While at dinner at a nearby restaurant, 

I asked my happy, ebullient server, Yvette 

Ferguson, how she spends Mother’s Day and 

she was so happy to share. “I am a mother 

of four and they do something special for 

me and it varies from year to year. I have 

an eighteen year old, a fifteen year old, 

thirteen year old, and a five year old. I work 

full time so sometimes they will make me 

breakfast in bed, they will clean the whole 

house for me, and last year they got me 

this little vase with a flower that blooms 

and it says, ‘I love you’ in the middle and 

Yvette Ferguson is a mother of four and looks forward to celebrating Mother’s Day with her family.

Mother’s Day 2014

a card. They always try and do something 

nice for me. One year when they were 

younger, they made me little coupon books 

for like – to do the laundry – really cute 

stuff.” I remember when I was a teenager, 

one night while I was babysitting the Smiths 

next door, I wrote a corny poem about my 

mom. Really corny. But she loved it. Go 

figure, that’s a mom for ‘ya.

During high school, I knew my mom 

was a sort of ‘fill-in’ mom to many. You 

see, she is a nurse and with her nurturing, 

loving, tender spirit she connected with 

many. Often she would have stories of 

those who thought of her as their mom. It 

never bothered me a bit. Maybe because the 

love she gave to the three of us kids never 

faltered or was lacking. There was always 

enough to go around. There must be many 

‘fill-in’ moms today as well, and to them, 

I give a special bow. And even the mothers 

who had ‘challenges’ served as an example 

of how not to be a mother. Well, I suppose 

that is a blessing too.

Some people say Mother’s Day is a 

‘Hallmark Holiday’ but my reply is, “What 

if it is?” It seems to me, mothers do much 

more for their children than they could 

possibly know. My girlfriends talk about 

their mothers and tell me how very special 

each one of them is. Dennis McGoldrick 

always goes to Easter services with his 

mom, Mary. I see them. Dennis dressed 

up in his sport coat and his beautiful mom, 

standing straight as a board - and so proud 

of her son. The bond they share is evident.

When I was growing up, I remember 

Mother’s Day was the day my mom and 

daddy would put the three of us in the car 

and we would visit our grandparents after 

church. We would drive to Burbank and 

then drive to Orange County, eating at all 

the stops. My mom seemed to acquiesce 

and was content to share her day with her 

mom, daddy’s mom and all the family. I 

never really thought about it until much 

later, when I married and became a mother 

myself. Quite unselfish for my mom to spend 

her day with my dad’s mom and her mom 

(my grandmothers) instead of focusing on 

herself, but that is the way she is.

I thought again of the poem I wrote for 

my mom years ago and decided to search 

for it in my garage. It was written in a blank 

book that I haven’t looked through in years. 

Along the north wall in the garage, I have 

two tall bookcases and spotted the book near 

the top. Reaching over all the clutter below, 

I grabbed the blue book, dusted it off and 

looked through it for the poem written long 

ago. I found it, and even though time has 

passed, the words still ring true. •

My Mother
The most wonderful person in all the world,

Is a mother who is loving and kind,
A person who cares – and takes care of you,

And always has you in mind.

Her eyes are always open, her ears always ready to hear
and listen to your enchantment with her understanding eyes,

knowing that she hears.

No one could replace her, no one even try,
Because she’s sweet and loving,

Yes, loving, tender and kind!

Her eyes are like stars, her beauty is of a goddess,
oh, what made me worthy enough to have her for my own?

Things like this to wonder, things like this to ponder,
things like this you always say,

because she is my own. No one any greater, no one quite so wise -
No one could mistake her, because of her big brown eyes!

And to every mother who gives love so unselfishly every day - a very 
Happy Mother’s Day!

TerriAnn Ferren
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1-Naba Japanese Restaurant 20920 Hawthorne Blvd. 

American Tire 22940 Hawthorne Blvd. 

Anza Pacific Barber Salon 4330 Pacific Coast Highway 

Arco 23510 Crenshaw Blvd.

Arico Hallmark 3856 Sepulveda Blvd.

Artesian Car Wash 17500 Prairie Ave.

Barnes & Noble 21500 Hawthorne Blvd.

Benihana 21327 Hawthorne Blvd.

Billy’s Deli & Cafe 5160 W. 190th St.

Bottle Shop 2087 Torrance Blvd.

Buffalo Fire Department 1261 Cabrillo Ave.

Chamber Of Commerce 3400 Torrance Blvd.

Chase Bank 2549 P.C.H., Torrance 

Chateau Liquor 4545 W. Sepulveda Blvd.

Chinese Shanghai Restaurant 2880 P.C.H., Torrance

Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf 21300B Hawthorne Blvd. 

Cop-A-Tan 24231 Crenshaw Blvd.

Courtyard Torrance 1925 190th St. 

Cousin Vinny’s Cafe 5150 W. 190th St.

Creative Cuts Int’l. 21217 Hawthorne Blvd.

Crest Restaurant and Bar 1625 Cabrillo Ave.

CVS 1303 Sepulveda Blvd. 

Dee Hardison Gym 2400 Jefferson St.

Del Amo Car Wash  20505 Hawthorne Blvd.

Del Amo Professional Pharmacy 21320 Hawthorne Blvd.

Dino’s Burgers 1975 Torrance Blvd.

El Camino College 16007 Crenshaw Blvd.

El Pollo Inka 23705 Hawthorne Blvd.

Fox Drug of Torrance 1327 El Prado Ave. 

Frank’s Liquor 1601 Cabrillo Ave.

Froots 21219 Hawthorne Blvd. 

Griffith Adult Center 2291 Washington Ave. 

Hamilton Adult Center 2606 W. 182nd St. 

Hof’s Hut  23635 Crenshaw Blvd.

Infiniti South Bay 3233 P.C.H., Torrance 

Jack’s Pizza 5007 P.C.H., Torrance

Ken’s Market 901 Inglewood Ave., Redondo Bch

L. A. Fitness 3550 W. Carson St #404

La Cocina 4438 182nd St., Redondo Bch.

Lingley Chevron Extra Mile 23420 Crenshaw Blvd.

Little Company Of Mary Hospital 4101 Torrance Blvd.

Little Company Of Mary Medical Cntr 4201 Torrance Blvd.

Manee Thai Massage 24020 Vista Montana #A 

Massey’s House of Flowers 25929 S. Western Blvd.

Miyako Hybrid Hotel 21381 S. Western Ave.

Old Torrance Coffee & Tea 1413 Marcelina Ave.

Pacific Porsche 2900 P.C.H., Torrance

Palos Verdes Bowl 24600 Crenshaw Blvd.

PCH Smiles 2740 Pacific Coast Hwy. 

Pediatric Therapy Network 1815 W. 213th St., Suite 100

Power Volvo 3010 P.C.H., Torrance 

Ralphs 1413 Hawthorne Blvd.

Ralphs 5035 P.C.H., Torrance

Rascal’s Teriyaki Grill 5111 Torrance Blvd.

Residence Inn 3701 Torrance Blvd.

Seashore Chinese 5137 Calle Mayor

Seafood Town Chinese Resturant 22922 Hawthorne Blvd.

Shakey’s Pizza 5105 Torrance Blvd., Torrance

Shorewood Realty 1009 Torrance Blvd.

Snax Restaurant 4535 Sepulveda Blvd.

South Bay BMW 18800 Hawthorne Blvd.

South Bay Pain Docs 2557-A Pacific Coast Hwy. 

South Coast Retina Center 2601 Airport Dr., Suite 210 

South End Racquet & Health Club 2800 Skypark Dr.

Southeast Torrance Library 23115 Arlington Ave.

Southwood Dry Cleaners 22232 Palos Verdes Blvd.

Spires Restaurant 1750 Sepulveda Blvd  

Starbuck’s Coffee 5005 P.C.H., Torrance

Staybridge Suites Hotel 19901 Prairie Ave.

Street Faire Antiques, 1317 Sartori Ave. 

T.R.G. Real Estate Group 3480 Torrance Blvd.

The Depot  1250 Cabrillo Ave.

The Little Gym 21203 Hawthorne Blvd.  

Tony Roma’s 24301 Crenshaw Blvd.

Torrance Bakery 1341 El Prado Ave.

Torrance City Hall 3031 Torrance Blvd.

Torrance Cultural Arts Center 3320 Civic Center

Torrance Historical Society 1345 Post Ave. 

Torrance Library  3301 Torrance Blvd.

Torrance Library 4805 Emerald St.

Torrance Police Dept. 3300 Civic Center

Torrance Police Dept. 3624 Artesia Blvd.

Torrance Produce Market & Deli 1303 El Prado Ave.  

Torrance Recreation Center 3341 Torrance Blvd.

Tortilla Cantina 1225 El Prado Ave.

Toyota North America 19001 S. Western Ave. 

Tucker’s Market 3690 Newton St. 

Vince’s Spaghetti 23609 Hawthorne Blvd.

Volunteer Center 1230 Cravens Ave. 

Wahoo’s Fish Taco 3556 Torrance Blvd.

Walgreens 2690 P.C.H., Torrance

Walgreens 4142 P.C.H., Torrance 

Walgreens 2976 W. Sepulveda Blvd.

Walgreens 2321 Hawthorne Blvd, Redondo Beach 

Walgreens 22930 S. Western Ave.

Walmart Neighborhood Market 19340 Hawthorne Blvd. 

West End Raquet & Health 4343 Spencer St.

Western Museum of Flight 3315 Airport Drive

‘Y’ Not Burgers 22940 Hawthorne Blvd

Yamabuki Restaurant  23863 Hawthorne Blvd. 

YMCA Torrance-South Bay 2900 E. Sepulveda Blvd.

Looking for the Torrance Tribune?
You can find us at all the following locations as well as our Web site: www.heraldpublications.com
Want a subscription? For $50 a year, we will mail a newspaper to your home. Just mail us a check. We will use the address on the check for your subscription address,  
unless instructions state otherwise.  Mail the check to Herald Publications, 312 E. Imperial Ave., El Segundo, 90245.  Please add “Torrance Subscription” in the memo line.
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By Cristian Vasquez

On April 28, Toyota dropped some pretty bad  

news for California, and in particular for the City 

of Torrance. The popular car company will be 

moving its North American headquarters from 

Torrance to Plano, Texas. Toyota opened its doors  

in Torrance back in 1982 and employs an estimated  

5,200 workers. While the relocation will leave 

approximately 2,300 employees in California 

in locations such as Newport Beach and Long 

Beach, losing a business like Toyota is a big 

setback for a still struggling California economy.

While Toyota representatives stated that the 

move will consolidate its operations in Michigan, 

Kentucky and California into a single facility 

in Plano, I can’t help but wonder how much 

money Toyota will save due to the lower tax rates  

in Texas. It makes absolute sense for a company to 

have all of its operations in the same state or city  

if possible. However, http://www.tax-rates.org/ 

indicates that Texas does not have a corporate tax  

rate while California has an 8.8 percent corporate  

tax rate. With a gap in the tax rate that big between  

both states, it is not difficult to believe that Toyota  

found some inspiration in these numbers to move.

Whatever the reason for Toyota’s decisions to 

pick up and leave, the fact is that California’s 

business climate is in crisis mode and seems to be  

getting worse. Granted, businesses come and go;  

it’s the nature of the game. Yet,to lose a corporation  

as large, popular and profitable as Toyota is an  

enormous black eye. Statements made by Toyota 

representatives indicated that the move was to  

better serve their customers and to position the  

company to enjoy sustainable and long-term 

growth. 

If Toyota had to leave California in search of 

“sustainable and long-term growth,” how dire is  

the business climate in our state? Are we really 

in a situation where a business that had called 

California home for more than 30 years can no 

longer envision a sustainable future if it stays?  

That is horrible. If a veteran business in our state 

is leaving to accomplish better growth, how can 

we expect to attract new corporate businesses? 

How can we convince current corporations to 

stay? I wish I was an economist or business 

guru to provide the answer. Unfortunately, I am 

not and so I am left with these questions and 

the frustration that 4,000 Torrance-based Toyota 

employees will be impacted by the move: that 

includes 2,000 motor sales employees and an 

estimated 1,000 in the company’s financial and 

manufacturing sectors, respectively. 

I hope that the displaced workers can find 

something fast that will allow them to continue 

providing for their families. Also, it would be 

great if another corporate giant would find the 

soon-to-be empty building in Torrance an ideal 

location for its operations. It’s discouraging that 

Toyota is leaving and it is scary that more people 

will be soon find themselves unemployed. •

One Man’s Opinion Another Man’s Opinion
By Gerry Chong

An honorable man, the Prime Minister  

of South Korea resigned because the ferry 

disaster occurred on his watch and his 

government reacted too slowly. If that were 

the basis for national leadership’s resigna-

tion, think of how many times he would  

have resigned if he had headed a govern-

ment in which:

Government Benefits: The Census  

Bureau reported there are 167 million non-

veteran Americans receiving some form of 

government benefits, but only 103 million 

full time workers. Therefore there are 64 

million more people taking out than putting 

into the system.

Welfare: The government has spent $3.7 

trillion on welfare over the last 5 years, yet 

46 million live below the poverty level.

Food Stamps: When Obama took office, 

there were 32 million on food stamps. To-

day, there are 49 million who cannot feed 

themselves.

Jobs: The Bureau of Labor Statistics 

disclosed that in 20% of the families in the 

country, no one . . . not one person . . . works 

. . . either full time or part time.

Income Taxes: The top 40% of income 

earners pay 106% of all income taxes. The 

other 60% are along for the ride. Who is 

paying their fair share?

Economic Growth: During the first quarter 

of this year, the economy stagnated, growing 

at 0.1% . . . that’s right, not one percent, but 

one tenth of one percent.

Medicaid: There are 70 million on gov-

ernment-paid Medicaid, but as the country 

sinks into poverty, it is anticipated that 

Obamacare will add 16 million more to the 

rolls, a 22% expansion.

Defense: The Federal and State govern-

ments spend over $1 trillion per year on 

entitlements, excluding Social Security and 

Medicare: a sum nearly twice that of national 

defense. This spending equals $50,000 per 

year for a low income family of three.

Bureaucracy: There are over 200 Federal 

and State welfare programs, including 27 

low-income housing programs, 30 employ-

ment training programs, 34 social service 

programs, 13 food programs, and 24 child 

care programs . . . all run by bureaucrats.

Obamacare Update: As of April 28, the 

Obamacare back-end programs required to 

run the system are not functional. As a result, 

the Administration has no knowledge of the 

number of enrollees who have paid their 

premiums, the percentage of young people 

who have enrolled, and the financial subsidies 

to which enrollees are entitled. Some have 

blamed the administration for stonewalling 

information from the public, but the fact is 

that it doesn’t know. Moreover, Accenture, 

which is charged with completing the back 

end programs, has no projection as to when 

its work will be done.

National Debt: Before Obama, the cumula-

tive national debt stood at $10.6 trillion, and 

he pledged to cut it in half before the end 

of his first term. Today, it stands at $17.5 

trillion, and the non-partisan Congressional 

Budget Office projects it will rise another 

$7.6 trillion over the next decade. 

If our government were headed by a man 

as honorable as Korea’s Prime Minister, we 

would be headed in a different direction, but 

wishes and dreams don’t constitute a plan 

for the future. •

Automobile Manufacturer Leaving 
State Showcases Economic Crisis 

“However, http://www.tax-rates.org/ indicates that Texas does not have a 
corporate tax rate while California has an 8.8 percent corporate tax rate.”
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SUDOKU Medium

Last Week’s Answers

Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller grids of 3X3 
squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9.

Across
1. After-bath powder
5. More rational
10. Combustible heap
14. Above
15. Greenish
16. Course
17. Set in motion
20. “See ya!”
21. Part of a TV feed
22. Kind of doughnut eater
25. Vichyssoise vegetables
28. Slender reed
29. Health facilities
33. Gossip
34. Mellow
35. Calendar square
36. Discovering some dirt
39. Old English letter
40. Charmers
41. Complex dwelling
42. Puzzling one
44. All alternative
45. Allude (to)
46. Certain fir
48. Follows
51. Arizona tribe

52. Outfoxes
59. Carnival follower
60. Esau’s father
61. Change the decor
62. Ages
63. Kind of infection
64. Bit of choreography

Down
1. Deck (out)
2. Mad. ___
3. Authorize
4. Legendary Davy
5. As yet
6. Middle part
7. Fed. agency
8. Christmas ___
9. Coffee order: Abbr.
10. French novelist
11. Common contraction
12. Hindu princess
13. Taro variety
18. Cry of disgust
19. Gathering leaves
22. Bumper car
23. The state of existing in space
24. Ollie and kin

25. Higher
26. Book before Job
27. Old weapons
29. Immobilize
30. Beloved of Aphrodite
31. Pretentious
32. Modus operandi
34. Tobacco product
37. Most aloof
38. Deviations
43. Assignations
46. Bungle
47. Disposed
48. Gawk at
49. Oktoberfest serving
50. Lab item
51. Bunch
53. Towel stitching
54. Guinness Book suffix
55. Call to Bo-peep
56. No longer working: Abbr.
57. Tribute, of sorts
58. Dandy

WEEKLY CROSSWORD See Answers Next Week

“Get A Clue!”
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

U
1

R
2

G
3

E
4

K
5

W
6

A
7

C
8

H
9

A
10

P
11

E
12

N
13

S
14

E A L R
15

I M I E R E
16

N E

P
17

A R K C
18

A M P G R O U
19

N D S

S
20

L Y P
21

A P A
22

S S E S S

G
23

A L L U
24

S
25

E
26

A T

N
27

A
28

G
29

A E
30

N O L
31

F
32

R O
33

M
34

I
35

R R U P
36

T
37

L
38

Y E S
39

A
40

V E

H
41

E A R T B R
42

E A K H O
43

T E L

I
44

T S A
45

S E A S
46

E R E N E

L
47

E S S
48

P
49

E R V
50

E
51

S S E

W
52

I T
53

K
54

N E L
55

L
56

S

T
57

R
58

I V I A
59

N
60

E O S
61

A
62

E
63

B
64

E D A N D B
65

R
66

E A K F
67

A S T

A
68

D O G
69

O B I E S A
70

G H A

R
71

O W E
72

S C O R T T
73

O Y S

3 7 2 1 8
1 5 9 3 6

2
4 6 2 7
3 7

6 3 2 1
5
1 2 6 9 7
7 3 5 9 2

6 9 2 7 3 4 8 1 5
3 1 7 9 5 8 6 2 4
4 5 8 2 6 1 3 9 7
1 2 6 5 9 7 4 8 3
5 8 3 4 1 6 9 7 2
9 7 4 3 8 2 1 5 6
7 4 1 8 2 3 5 6 9
8 3 9 6 7 5 2 4 1
2 6 5 1 4 9 7 3 8

 

PRICING 1X 2X 3X 4X
Up to 21 words:  $40 $50 $60 $70
Up to 28 words:  $45 $55 $65 $75
Up to 35 words:  $50 $60 $70 $80
Up to 42 words:  $55 $65 $75 $85
Up to 49 words:  $60 $70 $80 $90

KEEP IT LOCAL
NEW 
LOWER 
RATES!

 
The deadline for Classified Ad copy and payment is at Noon 
on Tuesday. We reserve the right to reject, edit, and determine 
proper classification of classified ads. Herald Publications does 
not guarantee that the advertiser’s claims are true nor does it 
take responsibility for those claims.

PLEASE NOTE: new email address. E-mail ad copy to:  
class@heraldpublications.com. 

HOW TO PAY: CHECKS, CASH OR CREDIT CARDS. Include Visa or M/C number along 

with billing address, security code, expiration date, email address and phone number. 

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BEFORE AD IS PUBLISHED!

Credit Card Billing Information
Card Number Security Code Expiration Date

First Name on Card Last Name on Card

Address

City State Zip/Postal Code

Phone Number

Payment Type CASH CHECK

Signature

Ad Copy

OVER 40 THOUSAND PAPERS DELIVERED WITHIN MILES OF YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS.

For your convenience you can fill out this form and fax it (310-322-2787), email (class@
heraldpublications.com) it or bring it into the office at 312 E Imperial Avenue, El Segundo.

COMMUNITIES COUNT

Classifieds
The deadline for Classified Ad submission and payment is Noon on Tuesday to appear in Thursday’s paper. Advertisements must be 
submitted in writing by mail, fax or email. You may pay by cash, check, or credit card (Visa or M/C over the phone).

Errors: Please check your advertisements immediately. Any corrections and/or changes in an ad must be requested prior to the fol-
lowing Tuesday deadline in order to receive a credit. A credit will be issued for only the first time the error appears. Multiple runs will 
only be credited for the first time the error appears. No credit will be issued for an amount greater than the cost of the advertisement.

Beware: Employment offers that suggest guaranteed out-of-state or overseas positions may be deceptive or unethical in nature. If 
you have any doubts about the nature of a company, contact the local office of the Better Business Bureau, (213) 251-9696. Herald 
Publications does not guarantee that the advertiser’s claims are true nor does it take responsibility for those claims.

Available 5/1  2 Car Garage.  
WONT LAST  $3400 GREAT 
EL SEGUNDO LOCATION 738 
E U C A LY P T U S  U N I T  A ,  E S 
S & L PPTY MGMT  310-350-4096

GARAGE SALE

543 Whiting St. Fri/Sat., 6:30 a.m. - 
10:00 a.m in alley.  Multi-family sale: 
wall art, backpacks, men’s dress 
shirts, much more. 

GARAGE SALE

Saturday, May 10th from 8am to 
12pm. 308 West Acacia Avenue. 
Furniture, wood file cabinets, clothes, 
shoes, coffee table, jewelry and so 
much more.

GARAGE SALE

201 W. Maple Ave. Sat. 10 May-8-
Noon. Household, tools, appliances. 

GARAGE SALE

SATURDAY, MAY 10 Clothes, Toys, 
Family Stuff, some furniture 650 West 
Acacia Avenue E.S. 7 am to 2 pm

SEEKING ROOMMATE

2 bedroom one bath no smoking be 
ready to move in third week of  May 
$650 includes all utilities. Contact 
Chris for more details (626) 253-6733.

EMPLOYMENT

 
Writers  wanted  fo r  loca l 
community newspapers.  Area 
to be covered is Tor rance 
(Torrance Tribune). You must 
have some writing experience.  
P l e a s e  s e n d  r e s u m e  t o 
management@heraldpublications.
com. No phone calls please.  

EMPLOYMENT

 
Display Ad Sales Position. We 
need an experienced Display 
Ad Salesperson for Herald 
Publications. Territories include 
Tor rance, El Segundo and 
Hawthorne. Full or part-time  
positions are available. 20% 
commission on all sales. If  
interested please email your 
resume to  management@
h e r a l d p u b l i c a t i o n s . c o m . 
N o  p h o n e  c a l l s  p l e a s e . 

FOR RENT

3 BED 2.5 BATH FRONT HOUSE 
Newly remodeled, new KIT/BATHS, 
Stainless Appliances, H/W Floors, FP 

APARTMENT FOR RENT

1 Bedroom apar tment with 
immaculate view of the City. 707 East 
Grand for $1,300 a month.  1 room 
in a house with full house privileges 
for $600 a month including utilities. 
(310)365-1481 or (310)641-2148.

EMPLOYMENT

Occupational therapist (1) needed 
by Allied Rehab Services, Inc. Send 
resume to 21527 Berendo Torrance, 
CA 90502.

EMPLOYMENT

 
Part-time office worker wanted:  
Must be famil iar with Mac 
computers and knowing Indesign 
is a plus too.  Hours would be 
approx. 9-1:00PM. Monday – 
Thursday.  Responsibilities will be 
varied. Skills required include by 
are not limited to: strong english 
speaking and writing ability,  
working well with public , attention 
to detail and meeting deadlines.  
Interested parties, send resume to 
management@heraldpublications.
com. No phone calls please. 

Visit us online: www.heraldpublications.com
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City Council  from front page 2

Every issue always available online!   
                      New Issues/Old Issues

Visit our Website
www.heraldpublications.com

Check it out!  www.heraldpublications.com

  Out-of-town? Read the Herald newspapers online

  Interested in an article from a prior date?  
   See it online

  Excited about an ad, photo, or article? Refer your  
   friends, family and associates to the website, so  
   they can see it too

  Want to read the Torrance Tribune or other Herald  
   newspapers not in your area?  
   All available on our website!

that the proclamation was “a first” before 

coming to the podium and taking a photo 

with Abracosta. The middle schoolers also 

recognized the Mayor’s wife Cindy Scotto 

and former Mayor Dee Hardison for their 

contributions to Students and Government 

Day. Cindy Scotto mentioned that this is the 

last year Hardison will be closely involved 

with the program. “We will miss her. We 

appreciate her support and expertise, we 

couldn’t have done it without her,” said 

Cindy Scotto. “She’s that teacher that refines 

everything and makes everything just more 

fine-tuned.”

Hardison made sure to add, “I’m not leaving 

town,” before sharing how impressed she has 

been with not only this year’s students but 

all the students in the eight years the event 

has been held. “It’s been wonderful, it’s been 

a great eight years,” said Hardison. “Our 

country is in good shape if we have young 

people like this leading us in the future.”

The mayor expressed that these students 

were a positive indicator for the city’s future. 

“I’m very impressed. We’ve done this for eight 

years and this group has been outstanding for 

us,” said Frank Scotto. “It says a lot about 

of school districts and the other schools in 

our city. With students like this we know 

the future of the city of Torrance is in great 

hands. It truly brings us hope.”

Torrance Unified School District 

Superintendent George Mannon was among 

the packed audience. He said it was Frank 

Scotto’s personal vision that brought this 

one-of-a-kind program to life. “It gets better 

every year,” said Mannon. “This is a unique 

program, I know of no other community that 

has a program like this. The reason there is 

a program like this is because of the vision 

of Mayor Scotto. I don’t know of anyone 

else who could pull this off.” •

Visit us online: www.heraldpublications.com

DBA@HERALDPUBLICATIONS.COM         PUBLIC NOTICES           LEGALNOTICES@HERALDPUBLICATIONS.COM

YOU CAN FAX YOUR FILED FORM TO 310-322-2787 THE PUBLISHING COST IS $75 FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION CALL MARTHA PRIETO AT 310-322-1830 EXT. 23

PUBLISH 
YOUR  
PUBLIC 

NOTICES 
HERE
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painting

plumbing

PLUMBING, HEATING, COOLING & ELECTRICAL

310-543-2001

24 

Service
Free

HANDYMAN

TOUCHSTONE

30 Year Business and Resident in the South Bay
310-517-9677

Reasonably Priced – Referrals Upon Request

handyman

RICH’S PAINTING
Specializing in exterior
Quality interior work

310-640-9465

The deadline for Business and Professional (B&P) Ad copy 
and payment is at Noon on Tuesday. We reserve the right to 
reject, edit, and determine proper classification of B&P ads. 
Herald Publications does not guarantee that the advertiser’s 
claims are true nor does it take responsibility for those 
claims. MUST HAVE CONTRACT LICENSE NUMBER IN AD.

HOW TO PAY: CHECKS, CASH OR CREDIT CARDS. 

Include Visa or M/C number along with billing 

address, security code, expiration date, email 

address and phone number. PAYMENT MUST BE 
RECEIVED BEFORE AD IS PUBLISHED!

NEW LOWER RATES!
26 weeks (6 months) is only $400   
52 weeks (1 year) is only $750
If you have any questions call us at 310-322-1830.

KEEP IT LOCAL

PLEASE NOTE: 
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS 
E-mail ad copy to:  
class@heraldpublications.com 

COMMUNITIES COUNT

OVER 40 THOUSAND PAPERS DELIVERED WITHIN MILES OF YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS.

PAINTERS PLUS

PLUS

FREE ESTIMATES  

 

310-798-0450

painting

Bob Boice

310-316-3435
Lic#817498  B.H.I.C.

Quality Work Since 1966

Home Repairs
Carpentry - Painting - Repairs & 
Improvements - Small Jobs O.K.!

Please no plumbing calls.

fumigation

 Fumigation, Drywood Termite  Pest Control 
 Treatments  Wood Repair Specialist 

 Escrow Papers  Termite Reports  
 Free Inspections  30 Years Experience

 
562.633.5503 310.346.2076
323.806.3495 310.864.8490

Lic#PR5267

SPECIALIST  HONEST  PROFESSIONAL

Lawn & Yard Service,  
Clean-Ups, Repairs, Etc.

CALL RON
310-463-1042

McRobert’s Gardening

Lic #12156

Since 1992

gardening plumbing

CENTRAL ROOTER

24/7
FREE ESTIMATES

310-344-3378

concrete
Need A Driveway or Patio?

Lindahl 
              Concrete, Inc.

310-326-6626
Lic#531387

Specializing in all Residential Concrete
WWW.LINDAHLCONCRETE.COM

Call For Estimate

electric
Wise Electric Contracting Service

Commercial/Industrial/Residential
License No: 785853

Phone: 310-529-5271 
Fax: 310-615-0063

Keith R. Wise  Owner/Operator

Serving El Segundo  
since 1945

flooring

EL SEGUNDO 
GARDENER

Licensed/Bonded 
All E.S. Crew, Lawn Service Clean Ups,  
Tree Trim, Sprinklers, Handyman, etc.

310-493-7811
Lic# 100085424

gardening

BILL’S 
HOME & APARTMENT

MAINTENANCE
CONTRACTOR QUALITY 

at Handyman Prices.
We cover everything from A-Z.

Bill Henrichon
Cell: 310-890-7531                                                                                                 

Office: 310-542-3470

Billshomeandaptmain@yahoo.com
CA ST LIS# 786081 / Bonded & Insured

Serving the South Bay for 25 years
FREE ESTIMATES

2011 2012 2013

painting

handyman

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Email to reserve your space

class@heraldpublications.com

Lic. #987614

HIGH POWER
CARPET CLEANING

carpet cleaning 

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Email to reserve your space

class@heraldpublications.com

handyman

Frank’s 
Plumbing

Lic#557167
Est. 1989

310.613.4563
KillasserKid@verizon.net

HVAC-Electrical  Stoppages
Tankless Water Heaters

plumbing

310.738.7094
Phone/Text

El Segundo
Resident

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Sewer Video  Hydrojetting  Bonded  Insured

CA LIC. #980971

plumbing

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Email to reserve your space

class@heraldpublications.com

restricting language arts to the printed word. 

Mr. Egan explained that one student might 

bring in an artifact like a tapestry and explain 

the cultural tradition and story behind its 

symbols and images. 

Thirdly, students will have more regular 

practice with complex texts and academic 

language. This will mean elementary students 

will become familiar with the way different 

information is worded and presented: for 

instance, a biologist might use terms like 

“life cycle” and present facts by describing 

color or size, whereas a historian might look 

for dates, names and places, presenting facts 

with quotes by a historical figure recorded 

in a speech or letter.

“Literacy standards reach out not to English 

class only, but across disciplines,” said Egan. 

Group work and discussion based learning 

usually associated with social science will 

be seen in mathematics. Egan noted that five 

individual students might have five ways at 

arriving at a math solution. “Now we can 

celebrate that,” he said.

Walking into a common core math class 

might look different than in the past. “I won’t 

expect to see students with their heads down 

working out problems alone,” said Egan. 

“We will see them discussing and working 

out problems and arguing the different ways 

to arrive at the correct answer.” Elementary 

students will still learn “two plus two equals 

four.” The common core standard will ask 

students to write a sentence about how they 

arrived at the answer. Or, they may be asked 

to illustrate in picture form how they came 

up with the answer. Egan pointed out three 

major shifts in mathematics: focus, coherence 

and rigor. Focus narrows and deepens the 

understanding by showing the steps to the 

answer. Coherence asks students to think 

about a mathematical problem and link it to 

other real life topics. Rigor is mostly seen 

in word problems that require reasoning, 

planning and presenting evidence.

The “common” aspect of common core is 

finding a real world application for education. 

TUSD Chief Academic Officer Dr. Tim Stowe 

supports the common core. He describes it in 

a nutshell: “We are moving away from rote 

memorization and factual tests,” says Stowe. 

“We are getting students to develop better 

critical thinking skills and solve problems in 

unique ways.” In all subjects, the same skills 

are put into practice: generating questions, 

researching, investigating and inventing new 

Common Core    from front page

ways to solve problems and support arguments.

Field testing of the Smarter Balanced 

Test is currently going on. This year, since 

the test makers are testing the test, students 

will not be graded and their work will not 

be returned to them. The Smarter Balanced 

Test will replace the STAR test. In addition 

to the new standards of testing, students will 

be taking tests on a tablet computer called 

the Chrome book. Educators are hoping this 

practice year will teach the children how to 

use the Chrome book device. 

Ben Egan is also a TUSD parent. Families 

in the Torrance Unified School District seek 

to be highly involved in their children’s 

education. Interested parents can view links 

to the Smarter Balanced Training test on 

the TUSD website. Mr. Egan also offered 

suggestions on how to help at home. He said 

when reading at home, start a discussion by 

asking questions about characters, or making 

predictions, or imagining new scenarios. For 

younger students, parents can read every 

other page with their child. To bring the real 

world into literacy, encourage magazines and 

newspapers. For math, think of different ways 

to solve the same problems. Also discuss 

out loud or illustrate with drawings. Reveal 

math in everyday life. For instance, if you are 

driving to soccer practice calculate distance and 

time. At dinnertime, double a recipe. “Life is 

different for our children than it was for us,” 

Egan said to a room full of fellow parents. 

“Information is coming at us all the time. 

Our part as parents is to take opportunities to 

teach them to use information responsibly.” • 

Follow Us  
on Twitter  

@heraldpub
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Happy Tails

My name is Victoria and I’m definitely 

feeling victorious these days. My friend, 

Mandy, and I were rescued from a terrible 

hoarding situation. We were certainly headed 

for a shelter when our owner surrendered us 

to MSFR. They had already rescued four 

other dogs from this hoarding situation so 

I’m very grateful they opened their hearts 

and took us in too. I’m an 18 pound, 3-year 

old, purebred, female, Miniature Schnauzer 

who’s very smart. I’m learning how to walk 

on a leash and I’m looking forward to taking 

long walks. I love people and get along so 

well with other dogs, that I’d love to find a 

forever home that already has a dog to play 

with. If you are interested Victoria, please 

email info@msfr.org for more information.

I’m Mandy, a 1.5-year old, female, purebred 

Miniature Schnauzer. My gal pal, Victoria, 

and I were rescued from a hoarding situation 

- narrowly escaping a trip to a shelter. I have 

to admit that since I’m on my own, I’m 

Huge congratulations to Seth and his new family. Seth 

is our 10-year old blind mini that we rescued from the 

Downey shelter last October.  Someone turned him in as 

a stray, but when he was microchip scanned the chip’s 

info led right back to the person who dumped him! Two 

months ago he had a toe removed that was malignant 

but a pathology report and X-rays determined it hadn’t 

spread. Seth also has a heart murmur and is on a stone 

prevention diet.  His new parents are long time MSFR 

adopters. He is the fifth dog they have adopted from us 

and four of those five were older dogs with special needs. 

When they heard about Seth’s medical issues, they said 

he was meant for them no matter how much time he had 

left. Do people really have hearts that big?? Why, yes 

they do! When they met him they were over the moon in 

love. Seth joins a 2012 MSFR alumnus named Atticus. •

Wowser Schnauzers

Cayenne is a Lab & Jindo mix and would like to be a single dog with an owner 
who likes to play.

Victoria is looking for love after her rescue.

Mandy was also rescued from an abusive situation and needs lots of love.

Gwen is losing her sight but still needs someone to watch over her.

Seth is an older dog who now lives comfortably with his new family and sibling.

pretty fearful and not very trusting of people 

(can you blame me?). I’m not the least bit 

aggressive but I give strangers a wide berth.  

Like Victoria, I’m learning how to walk on 

a leash so I can take walks with my new 

family. Since I’m used to being around lots 

of dogs, I would love to have a doggie pal 

in my new home to join in the fun. I weigh 

about 18 pounds – just the perfect size to take 

anywhere my forever family goes. If you are 

interested Mandy, please email info@msfr.

org for more information.  

For a 6-year old, female, purebred Miniature 

Schnauzer, I’ve really been shuffled around.  

Let me introduce myself, I’m Gwen and 

I’ve resided in at least two – maybe three 

– shelters in my lifetime. The most recent 

time when I was brought in as a stray, the 

LA county shelter contacted my owner. They 

decided they didn’t want me any more so I 

spent two weeks at the shelter before being 

rescued. The whole time I was in the shelter, 

I couldn’t figure out why they didn’t want me.  

I love people, have a great temperament, get 

along great with other dogs and I’m not very 

big – only 13 pounds. I do have impaired 

Long Time MSFR 
Adopters Open Their 
Hearts to a Fifth Dog with 
Special Needs 

We are looking for volunteers to help with our Saturday pet adoption events which 

are held at the Petco located at 537 N. Pacific Coast Highway Redondo Beach 90277. 

If you are interested in volunteering and can commit to at least one Saturday a month, 

please contact us at info@msfr.org 

vision due to juvenile cataracts, which is 

very common in Miniature Schnauzers. The 

Vet even did a blood panel on me to make 

certain there were no underlying causes for 

my vision problems and all the results came 

back normal. I’m not totally blind, however, 

the odds are good that I could be in 

three or four years. If that happens 

it won’t limit my capacity to be the 

best companion 

ever because you 

don’t have to see to 

love. I’m looking 

f o r  a  l o v i n g , 

responsible family 

to love me and 

give me a chance 

to show them what 

happiness is. If 

you are interested 

in Gwen, please 

email info@msfr.

o rg  f o r  m o r e 

information.

 Have you ever 

seen a beautiful, 

golden colored 

Labrador/Jindo mix? If not, take a look at 

me! My name is Cayenne and I’m a 1-year 

old female who is crate trained, rides quietly 

in the car and is eager to please. I’ve never 

met a human that I didn’t fall in love with 

immediately. My energy requirements are not 

super-high but I’ll be a fantastic companion 

for someone with an active lifestyle who’s 

looking for a running companion. I’ll even 

stay right next to you as we run together. I 

know some obedience commands but I haven’t 

learned how to play with other dogs. That 

said it would be best if I were an only dog, 

at least for now. Once I become comfortable 

around other dogs, we may want to explore 

adopting a doggie pal for me. Cayenne can 

be seen anytime at Yellow Brick Road Doggie 

Playcare in El Segundo Call 310-606-5507.

If you have any questions about a particular 

dog’s availability you can email us at info@

msfr.org. Please visit all of our Miniature 

Schnauzers & Friends rescues at the adop-

tions fair held every Saturday from noon-3:30 

p.m. or check out our website, www.msfr.org.   

Our adoptions fairs take place at Petco, 537 

N. Pacific Coast Highway, Redondo Beach, 

California.  Schnauzers!  Bet you can’t adopt 

just one! •

We Can’t Do it
Alone

The BC SPCA cares for
thousands of orphaned,
abandoned and abused

animals each year.

Volunteers are urgently
needed to care for animals

and assist with SPCA
events.  If you can help,
please contact your local

shelter today.
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  Broker with 35 years of experience
BRE# 00625505

  Bank Owned Specialist
Realtor BRE# 01417844

 Short Sale Specialist with 100% close rate  
              last 4 years.  Broker Associate BRE# 01338444

  Network Marketing Specialist 
Realtor BRE# 01806300

  
Realtor BRE# 01812107

 Online Advertising Specialist  
Realtor BRE# 01722842Roger Hart (left) with sons:  Kevin; Jeremy and his wife Stephanie; and Bradley with his wife  

Alannah.  The Hart family has used its successful business to promote and preserve pride in the 
Torrance community through responsible real estate transactions and home ownership. www.ForecastRealty.com

Forecast Realty Inc. BRE# 00931272

nicholas@mattucci.com

Nick Donato
CalBRE# 01816862 

(310)634-6366
Commercial, Industrial  

& Residential  
Sales & Leasing 

www.LISTINGITWITHNICK.com

Have you been thinking about downsizing?   

Is the home you live in now just become too much to take care of with too many stairs,  

too much yard work, too much stuff?  I can help show you some options which will simplify 

your life because I have done it.  Don’t wait too long to start living your dream!

*
Specializing in Options for Seniors!

Five Ways for Borrowers to Keep  
their Cool in a Warming Mortgage Market

(BPT) - Both the weather and the slump 

of the previous years’ housing markets are 

starting to thaw. It’s an exciting time of 

recovery and change. Whether you’re hitting 

the open houses, fixing up your home for 

sale, or just renovating, being fully prepared 

is key to a low-stress experience.

“Buyers and homeowners in today’s market 

still have historically low rates available to 

them,” says Navy Federal’s Vice President, 

Mortgage Lending, Katie Miller. “But they 

will need to follow a few steps to ensure 

they’re able to get the best deal possible.”

Miller shares her top five recommendations 

on how to make applying for your home loan 

a positive, stress-free experience:

Know where you stand
Knowing your credit history, score, and 

what you can realistically afford are the 

most important factors in seeing how lenders 

view you in 2014. It’s easy to check up on 

your own credit worthiness since you’re 

given one free credit report annually at 

www.annualcreditreport.com. Review it for 

mistakes, missed payments, and collection 

accounts and fix them before you apply for 

a loan. For a small fee, you can also find 

out your numerical credit score. Scores range 

from 300 to 850; overall, the higher your 

score, the better you’ll qualify for a loan.

Curb your spending
Remember, lenders are watching your credit 

report from the time you apply until the time 

you close. Sometimes even slight changes will 

bring up a red flag - so this is not the time to 

apply for any new credit, rack up balances, 

or make late payments. Cut unnecessary 

expenses and boost savings. Lenders like 

Navy Federal offer free online calculators 

to get a picture of monthly payments and 

how they’ll fit in to your budget.

Come prepared
Lenders want to make sure that you have 

the ability to repay your loan. Getting all your 

documents in order helps speed up the process 

when it comes time for getting approved. 

Your lender may require more information 

to complete your loan application, but having 

the following ready helps get things started: 

your last two pay stubs/Leave and Earnings 

Statement (LES), W-2s/tax returns for the 

past two years, and two months of bank/

stock statements. Make sure you keep good 

records of your finances and can explain all 

deposits - including that birthday gift from 

mom and dad.

Know your options
Remember to make sure that the lender who 

pre-approves your loan is offering you the best 

deal - some lenders, like Navy Federal, even 

offer to match competitor’s rates. Look into 

all loan product options. A good lender will 

consider all of your factors to find a mortgage 

that’s right for you. Compare interest rates at 

financial institutions - even a half percentage 

point can lower your monthly payment and 

can save you thousands of dollars over the 

life of your home loan. This is also true of 

unnecessary or unexpected fees. Be sure to 

shop around.

Get all the hand-holding you need
Whether you’re a first-time buyer or you’re 

looking at how best to use your equity, you 

are considering a major financial decision. 

Find a lender who can work with you one-

on-one from your first call to closing. You 

should feel confident that they are going to 

put you in the best loan for your needs. •


